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Quote from a Confederate Chaplain 
 

“One of the most wicked and desperate men in camp had been melted down into the 

gentleness of a little child. Before the Spirit of the Lord touched his heart, his name had 

been incorporated into a proverb for wickedness. He seemed to be beyond human 

control. Whenever he got out of camp, he would get drunk, and come back or be brought 

back perfectly furious. When the guard would arrest him he would draw out his bowie 

knife and endeavor to cut his way through them; and even after he was overpowered and 

taken to the guard-house he had to be tied down, to keep him from rushing out over the 

sentinels. But the grace of God had taken hold of him, and entirely changed his nature. 

The roaring lion had been subdued into the gentle lamb; and it was remarkable that 

every man in the regiment had perfect confidence in his conversion.” 

 

Chaplain Needham Bryan Cobb 
14th North Carolina Infantry 

 

     

 

Editorial 
  

Fellow Compatriots in the Chaplains’ Corps and Friends of the Cause: 
 

We are presently in the midst of an upheaval. Many may have the same question that 

was being asked in the Prophet Jeremiah’s day, “Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 

prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously” (Jer. 12:1)? Later he 

asked, “how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan” (12:5)? Perhaps we should ask 

ourselves that question. 

Stop Fretting 

By H. Rondel Rumburg 

David, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, warned in Psalm 37 against something 

that is often considered a norm of life— “fretting.” When evil comes in like a flood do we 

fret or trust? David speaks to the “fretters” about what they obviously fret about and 

what should not elicit their fretting. He implored, “Fret not!” The word “fret” in the 

original text is referring to a form of weary fuming or vexation. He is literally saying, 

“Stop burning with indignation over these things” and then he names those things. 

What is wrong with fretting? Fretting is a form of mistrust of the will and purpose of 

God; it is a form of dispute with God over His providence.  



 
 

David tells the children of God to [1] stop fretting because of evil doers (v. 1a); [2] 

stop fretting because evil people prosper (v. 7) and [3] stop fretting and envying evil 

doers (v. 1b, 8). “Evildoers” identifies those who smash in pieces the perfect will of God 

in order to enjoy those things which have been forbidden as pleasures. So, David warns 

against fretting over and envying their seeming prosperity. Why? Because the wicked 

shall be turned into hell.  

Is there a cure for fretting? Yes, there is a cure, and this is the reason for Psalm 37. 

David explained the provision that Jehovah has made for fretting: [1] trust and obey 

Jehovah (vv. 3, 5b); [2] delight yourself in Jehovah (v. 4); [3] commit your way unto 

Jehovah (v. 5); and [4] rest in Jehovah and be patient (v. 7).  

Yes, the first part of the cure is trust and obey Jehovah (v. 3). The Hebrew word for 

“trust” (batah) is a term for wrestling and means to throw someone on his back; this 

word came to mean to throw yourself on the Lord in full dependence. Isaiah helps us 

understand when he wrote, “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 

on thee: because he trusts in thee” (26:3). This “trust” is illustrated by a little girl who 

was blind. She pressed against her father who picked her up and carried here into a 

room in a strange house. A person in the room quietly unclasped the father’s arms, and 

without saying a word removed her from his arms.  After her removal, the father said, 

“You seem not to be very frightened, do you know who has you?” The little one said, 

“No, but I am not afraid, for I know you know who has me.” This is the kind of trust we 

should have in our holy and almighty Saviour God. Also, one who is cast upon the Lord 

should obey or “do good.”  

The second part of the cure is to delight yourself in Jehovah (v. 4). “Delight” has to 

do with being intoxicated with Jehovah. You cannot be “fretting” and “delighting” at the 

same time. Joseph Caryl, the Puritan, expressed it well, “Not only shall they who delight 

themselves in the Lord have all their desires filled up, but their very delight in the Lord 

is the fulfilling of all their desires. What is the glory of heaven, but [your] delighting in 

the Lord? And he who delights in the Lord, does not feel the [lack] or absence of any 

earthly Good. ‘In thy presence is fullness of joy, and at their right hand are pleasures for 

evermore’ (Ps. 16:11). Heavenly glory is nothing but delight in God, and all earthly good 

is nothing without delight in God.” One born again is intoxicated with the Lord Christ. 

The third part of the cure is committing your way unto Jehovah (v. 5). The word 

“commit” means roll the entirety of yourself upon the Lord. The word is summed up in 

Job 30:14, “They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waters: in the desolation they 

rolled themselves upon me.” Are you cast upon Christ? Spurgeon explained, “Roll the 

whole burden of life upon the Lord. Leave with Jehovah not your present fretfulness 

merely, but all your cares; in fact, submit the whole tenor of your way to him. Cast away 

anxiety, resign your will, submit your judgment, leave all with the God of all…. Our 

destiny shall be joyfully accomplished if we confidently entrust all to our Lord.” “Cast 



 
 

thy burden upon the LORD and He shall sustain thee” (Ps. 55:22). John G. Paton, the 

missionary and translator of Scripture, came to an impasse when he could not find a 

word for “faith” in that language. One day as he was at work translating a native entered 

in a very exhausted state, so he threw himself down on a chair and rested his feet on 

another chair. He then exclaimed how it satisfied him to “throw his whole weight on the 

chairs.” Paton had found his word for “faith, trust, or believe” in that language. 

The fourth part of the cure is to rest in Jehovah and be patient (v. 7). The Lord’s 

cure is “trust,” “delight,” “commit” and now one must “rest in the LORD.” “Rest” 

(damas) means to become dumb before the Lord by a silent submission or patience to 

Him whereby we do not angrily talk back to God. Submitting to God in silence without 

sullenness. We are to “wait patiently” though in pain as a woman in birth pains. Jesus 

illustrated this when He said, “A woman when she is in travail has sorrow, because her 

hour is come: but as soon as she is delivered of the child, she remembers no more the 

anguish for joy that a man is born into the world. And you now … have sorrow: but I will 

see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man takes from you” (John 

16:21-22). 

Remember, evil doers shall be cut off, but those that wait on the Lord shall inherit 

the earth (v. 9). 

Are you trusting in the Lord? During the War of Northern Aggression at the eve of a 

great battle a soldier awoke to the sound of intense weaponry fire by the pickets. He 

immediately realized they were on the eve of a great battle, but he was not ready 

spiritually to die. He suddenly realized he was not ready for what this battle might bring 

upon him. He knelt down, confessed his sins against the holy God and committed his 

soul to the keeping of that God realizing that if it was well with his soul it mattered little 

what happened to his body. Christ Jesus said, “Fear not them which kill the body” (Matt. 

10:28). Now that the soldier had committed his soul to God and left his body to the 

incidents and laws of the battlefield, all fear and anxiety left him, although hundreds 

were falling at his right hand and ten hundred at his left hand. “Commit thy way unto 

the Lord; trust also in Him” (Ps. 37:5). 
 

     
 

This issue contains our Chaplain-in-Chief’s message on A Mind to Work. Your editor 
has provided his editorial on the Stop Fretting and another installment on the 
biography of Chaplain J. William Jones, Part IV (continued). Assistant editor, Mark 
Evans, has written an article entitled The Battle after the Battle. This issue, as usual, 
includes A Confederate Sermon submitted by Kenneth Studdard, preached by Rev. 
Randolph McKim, which is titled The Two Advents. Our Book Review is The Life of 
Johnny Reb, reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 



 
 

Editor H. Rondel Rumburg 

  

[Compatriots, if you know of any members of the Chaplains’ Corps or others who would like to 

receive this e-journal, please let us have their names and e-mail addresses.  Also, feel free to 

send copies of this journal to anyone you think would like to receive it.  If you want to 

“unsubscribe” please e-mail the editor or assistant editor.  Confederately, HRR] 

 

“Not conquered, but wearied out with victory.” 
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THE CHAPLAIN-IN-CHIEF'S MESSAGE 
Dr. Herman White 

 

Dear Chaplains and Friends of the Corps: 

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ who loved us and gave himself for us.  

I trust you all are faring as well as possible during this unconstitutional de facto 

declaration of martial law.  I trust you will be safe as well as avoid the virus, like we 

avoid the flu, for example.  God bless you all! 

A Mind to Work 
Nehemiah 4:6 & Ezra 1:1 to 4 

 

I. The Background. 
 

After the 70 years that Jeremiah had foretold, the Lord stirred up Cyrus, King of Persia, 

and he made a proclamation for all of the Jews that wanted to return to their homeland, 

to do so.  The king went on to say that “the Lord God of heaven … had charged him to 



 
 

build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.”  After the remnant arrived in 

Jerusalem, they then scattered throughout the territory of Judah and Benjamin, and 

they went to the cities and villages in which they had previously resided.  When the 7th 

month came, they gathered together to Jerusalem.  They then built the altar on which 

they would be offering their sacrifices in worshipping God; and they began to offer on 

the first day of the 7th month.  Then in the second month of the second year after coming 

back they started to gather the material for rebuilding the temple.  Then “the builders 

laid the foundation of the temple of the Lord.” 
 

II. Immediate Opposition by the Enemy.  Ezra 4:1 to 5. 
 

Just as soon as they started to rebuild the temple, the devil’s crowd began to work 

against that which was God’s will for the remnant.  They first began by trying to get 

themselves on the inside where they could have readily sabotage the work.  They did this 

by hypocritically asking the Jews to allow them to assist them in the work; for they 

claimed, “we seek your God, as ye do; and we do sacrifice unto him.”  But Zerubbabel 

and Jeshua rejected them; “Ye have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our 

God.”  Yet, the devil’s crowd would gather and make threats, plus they made false claims 

to the king about what the Jews were doing. Is this not the way the devil still works?  

How many times have people asked Bible believing churches to join in with them to 

show that we are all believers; others have wanted to join in with us as a show to the 

communities, “that we are all God’s children, and we can work together.”  Many well-

intentioned church folks have said, “well, we need to do it so the community will accept 

us.”  Garbage, I say, for we are not to seek the world’s approval, because it will not 

happen.  For two different worlds are involved; one is of this world and the other is 

spiritual; and they are as different as night and day.  We are to share the truth of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and if they will hear, great!  If not, that is their choice.  We are 

not to seek to please them; for God’s word tells us in Galatians 1:10, “For do I now 

persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I yet pleased men, I should 

not be the servant of Christ.”  Oh yes, opposition is going to come; Jesus suffered 

through about three and one half years of opposition even though everything that he did 

was good.  It is so good to know that we have a high priest that truly knows how we feel, 

and bids us to “come boldly to the throne of grace, that ye may obtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need,” (Hebrews 4: 15).  Praise God the Lord who provides the 

sufficiency that we need to be victorious! 
 

III. How to Overcome.  Zechariah 4:6. 
 

For seventeen years there was no work done on the temple, so the Lord sent Haggai to 

preach to them, and later sent Zechariah to join in the effort to get the Jews back to 

building.  The opposition was still there, for the devil does not stop; for if he fails one 



 
 

way, then he will try another way.  God uses the man of God to let the Jews know that 

even though the opposition seemed as formidable as a mountain would, that God was 

going to fight for them.  He told them by Zechariah that mountain would become a level 

plain before the power of God’s Spirit.  God just wanted them to trust the words of 

assurance that God, by the prophets, that the battle was the Lord’s. 
 

IV. The Way That You and I are to Overcome.  Ephesians 6:10 to 18. 
 

Just as those Jews were commanded to be about the work that God had ordered, so are 

we to about whatever our role may be in the kingdom of God.  Verse 10 contains a 

command, “be strong in the Lord, and the power of his might.”  We cannot be passive 

serving the Lord, for we are in a warfare, as we earnestly contend for the faith.  In these 

verses we are told the following: we are to be strong; put on the whole armour of God; to 

stand; to take the shield of faith; take the helmet of salvation; take the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always; and to be watching. 
 

The Lord warned us that we would be continually battling the devil; for his word says 

that the devil is going about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.  That is why 

we are told to be vigilant and sober.  But I am more concerned about those false 

individuals that deceitfully appear to be God’s children.  Paul warned that “Satan 

himself is transformed into an angel of light.  Therefore it is no great thing if his 

ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be 

according to their works,” (II Cor. 11:14 & 15).  Therefore, my personal feeling is that 

these are more dangerous than the roaring lion. 
 

In I Peter 5:9 we are told to resist the devil “steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same 

afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world.”  Others are having 

to fight just like you and I; but even more important is the promise, “I will never leave 

thee nor forsake thee.  So that we may boldly say the Lord is my helper, and I will not 

fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:5b & 6). 
 

In Christ, and For Their Memory and Cause! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Chaplain J. William Jones 

“The Fighting Parson” 
(1836-1909) 

13th Virginia Infantry &  

Missionary Chaplain at Large for the Third Corps 

© 2005 SBSS 
 

By Dr. H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Part IV 
 

Chapter 3 

First Year of the War (continued) 

 

Private Jones and the others were in desperate need of training. They were 

greenhorns. Who was to do this vital training? These raw recruits must be rapidly 

turned into fighting units. A little-known professor from VMI, virtually not known 

beyond the town of Lexington, was commissioned on April 27th to be colonel of 

Virginia’s volunteers. This newly commissioned colonel was to be sent to Harper’s Ferry. 

Thus, Colonel Thomas J. Jackson was given an independent command in a very crucial 

part of the state.  Governor Letcher directed Major-General R. E. Lee, who was at the 

headquarters of the Virginia Forces:  

You will direct Col. T. J. Jackson to proceed to Harper’s Ferry to organize into 

regiments the volunteer forces which have been called into the service of the State, 

and which may be assembled in the neighborhood.  Direct him to report with as 

much dispatch as possible the number and description of the companies thus 

organized; the character and condition of their arms, and the names of the company 

officers present for duty, and where from; and also the names of all general, field 



 
 

and staff officers now in the field in that command, that the Executive may have the 

information required for the proper organization of the regiments and brigades 

according to the ordinance of the Convention of April 21, 1861. 

You will place Colonel Jackson, for the present, in command of the troops in 

that locality and give him such general instructions as may be required for the 

military defense of the State. Direct him to make diligent inquiry as to the state of 

feeling in the northwestern portion of the State….  If deemed expedient, he can 

assemble the volunteer forces of the northwest at such points as he may deem best, 

giving prompt information of the same. Promptness in all these matters is 

indispensable.1 

J. William Jones was to be under a Christian gentleman who was to be a vital link in 

the work he will do for the Lord.  They will become fast brothers in Christ.  But before 

this, Private Jones was to get his basic training under this West Point grad.  With all 

dispatch Lee sent a formal order to Jackson; the two men would become an unbeatable 

duo.  The order is dated April 27, 1861 and was dispatched from the headquarters of the 

Virginia Forces.  When Jackson arrived in Harper’s Ferry, he had the following order 

from Lee in his pocket: 

Colonel: 

You will proceed, without delay, to Harper’s Ferry, Virginia, in execution of the 

orders of the governor of the State, and assume command of that post.  After 

mustering into the service of the State such companies as may be accepted under 

your instructions, you will organize them into regiments or battalions, uniting, as 

far as possible, companies from the same section of the State.  These will be placed 

under their senior captains, until the field officers can be appointed by the governor.  

It is desired that you expedite the transfer of the machinery to this place, ordered to 

the Richmond Armory, should it not have been done, and that you complete, as fast 

as possible, any guns or rifles partially constructed, should it be safe and practicable.  

Your attention will be particularly directed to the safety of such arms, machinery, 

parts of arms, raw material, &c., that may be useful, to insure which they must be at 

once sent into the interior, if in your judgment necessary.  If any artillery companies 

offer their services, or are mustered into the service of the State, and are without 

batteries, report the facts. 

    I am, sir, very respectfully, 
      R. E. Lee 

                                                           
1
 Lenoir Chambers, Stonewall Jackson, volume 1, 315-318 



 
 

    Major-General, Commanding2 
 

Private Jones was to experience the military skills of the new Colonel Jackson.  In 

complicity with his orders, Jackson set to work carrying them out. 

At this juncture there was no effective staff, no commissary department, no hospital, 

no ordnance department, and the list could go on.  The untrained soldiers only had a 

few rounds of ammunition, and they were in a critical military zone.  The collection of 

would be warriors was just playing at war for the most part, until Jackson arrived.  The 

playing stopped when Jackson took command, and the ranking militia officers headed 

to Richmond to complain.  The situation was described by Captain John Imboden, later 

a general, as a “revolution.”  It became obvious that someone with authority and military 

knowledge had taken over.  Within a week those who went to Richmond to complain 

were back with a better attitude and lower rank.   

Harper’s Ferry was now becoming a place of order and discipline.  Provision was 

rapidly being made to marshal a fighting force in the event the Federals showed!  

Jackson was franticly whipping together a fighting force with which to face such an 

event.  This is why Private J. William Jones was put to the test of endurance.   

Jackson, in a report to Lee on his purpose stated, “My object is to put Harper’s Ferry 

in the most defensible state possible, and hence feel it my duty to give the best arms to 

Virginia troops, as the others may at any time be ordered off.” 

Due to the Virginia units being placed under the Confederate War Department, 

there was another change in the offing for troops at Harper’s Ferry.  This change created 

a problem for Jackson. He was taken by surprise when General Joseph E. Johnston 

showed up and took command on May 24th.  Jackson would not relinquish command 

until he received direction from Governor Letcher or General Lee.  Johnston was to 

discover in his effects documentation that Jackson acknowledged, and Jackson 

relinquished command.  No one of sense in Richmond likely doubted that Jackson 

would be a formidable officer.  Great strides had been accomplished during Jackson 

twenty-six days in Harper’s Ferry. 

In May Jones would be under A. P. Hill, who became a part of Jackson’s command. 

Also, as noted previously, the forces in Harper’s Ferry were being organized.  Hill was 

assigned the command of the 13th Virginia Infantry Regiment. 
 

Ambrose Powell Hill was commissioned colonel on May 9 and assigned the 13th 

Virginia which entered into state service that same day with official numerical 

designation on June 1; on July 1 the regiment was placed into service of the 

                                                           
2
 Clifford Dowdey, Editor, The Wartime Papers of R. E. Lee, 13 



 
 

Confederate States.  Like many of his men, the thirty-five year old Hill was a native 

of Culpeper.  He had graduated from the United States Military Academy in 1847….3 
  

Col. Hill had to hit the ground running in order to make sure his men, including 

Private J. William Jones, were prepared to be fighting soldiers.  Hill immediately began 

to organize, equip and discipline his regiment.  Thus, his first orders to his officers 

directed them to become fastidious in drilling.  The 13th Virginia was constantly drilled, 

six to eight hours each day, in squad, companies and as a regiment.4  Private Jones 

related how habitually they were drilled: 
 

I well remember how rigidly he enforced his orders for frequent drills.  I had 

never myself been a member of any volunteer company (undoubtedly like most of 

the men) until the “Louisa Blues” were called into service on the memorable 17th day 

of April, 1861, and I felt it my duty to enlist soon afterward in the ranks of that 

company.  The first Sunday I spent at Harper’s Ferry I made several appointments 

to preach, but I was put in the “awkward squad,” drilled six hours that day, and sent 

on picket that night, so that I did not get an opportunity of wedging in a sermon.5 

“Louisa Blues” 
 

Evidently, J. William Jones desired to preach to his fellows as a private in their 

ranks.  Being in the “awkward squad” meant that he had more need of drilling, so much 

so that he did not have an opportunity to preach on that Sunday at Harper’s Ferry.  

Jones said, “When at Harper’s Ferry … I had the high honor of being ‘high private in the 

rear rank,’ it was with great joy that I recognized in the new colonel my old friend A. P. 

Hill.”6  Jones had met Hill as a boy at Hill’s home in Culpeper which was not far from 

Louisa, he highly esteemed A. P. Hill and defended his good name after the war.  Jones 

was very honest about his position as a soldier when he wrote that he was “high private 

in the rear rank.” 

June 13th the 13th Virginia, along with the 10th Virginia, left Harper’s Ferry by train 

and headed to Winchester.  They bivouacked at the fairgrounds where they were joined 

by the 3rd Tennessee.  Hill was placed in command of the troops at the fairgrounds.  

They were ordered to Romney to check Lew Wallace and his blue boys who were headed 

in the wrong direction as far as the South was concerned.  Private Jones’ education was 

being extended.  Wallace was a no-show.  However, Hill discovered that there was a 

Federal force about twenty miles away.  His decision was to strike them a blow.  

Company “D,” Jones’ company, remained with Hill while Col. Vaughan took Companies 

                                                           
3
 Riggs, 2 

4
 Riggs, 3 

5
 Confederate Veteran, Vol. 1, No. 8, August 1893, 233 

6
 Confederate Veteran, 233 



 
 

“B” and “I” along with his 3rd Tennessee as a strike force.  These men did admirable 

work that pleased Hill immensely.  The cavalry replaced Hill’s command which 

withdrew west of Winchester.7  The 13th under Hill was moved about with the prospect 

of battle a number of times.  The Jones brothers were on the move.  J. William Jones 

wrote of his experience doing sentinel duty: “For many a weary hour I paced the 

sentinel’s beat in front of those headquarters, my only orders being not to disturb the 

general.”8 

Private Jones was involved, through his commander, in breaking up gambling.  

Evidently, the commanding officer believed the situation in the camp was not to be 

tolerated. 
 

Col. A. P. Hill ordered the officer of the guard to take a file of men and capture 

the faro-bank that was doing a big business.  Mr. Jones, one of the detail, was 

stationed at the door, with orders to arrest all who attempted to escape.  The first 

who tried to pass out was a prominent politician, who was fond of gaming, and who 

was on a visit to his son.  He protested against being detained, saying that he was a 

citizen and a member of the Legislature, but the young soldier’s bayonet prevented 

his escape.9 
 

Private Jones was set on doing his duty and helping his commander stamp out 

gambling.  He was steadfast even though the man he must arrest was possibly a political 

force.  Jones’ description of the altercation with the politician is worth noting: 
 

“I am a citizen, sir, and a member of the Legislature.  You have no right to 

molest me.” 

“I cannot help what your position is sir,” I replied, “but more’s the pity if you are 

violating the law against gambling which you helped to make, or at least are sworn 

to support.  My orders are imperative, and you cannot pass.” 

“I will do so, sir; you have no right to arrest a citizen,” he retorted, as he 

attempted to push by me. 

But when I brought my gun to a "charge bayonets," and threatened to put my 

bayonet in him if he attempted to “force the guard,” he desisted with loud protests 

and imprecations, and we marched the whole party up to Colonel Hill’s quarters, the 

Hon. Mr. Law-maker (and law-breaker) heading the column.”10 
 

The first months of the war was a time of prayer meetings in the homes and in the 

local churches for the men who had gone off to war.  It was obvious to those still at home 

                                                           
7
 Riggs, 3 ff. 

8
 Taylor, 220 

9
 Taylor, 221 

10
 Jones, Christ in the Camp, 270 



 
 

with all the empty places were husbands, fathers, pastors, and such were absent. Pastors 

who did not enlist often made visits to the camps of their parishioners.  Frequent letters 

were sent cautioning young men regarding the hazards of camp life.  Jones noted that 

the army was flooded with Christian literature; nearly every regiment had prayer 

meetings.  He also commented that there was “as much religious zeal in the camps as 

among the Churches at home.”11 

J. William Jones’ first personal contact with Thomas J. “Stonewall” Jackson was on 

the 4th of July, 1861.  At this time, the Confederate army in Virginia was drawn up in line 

of battle at Darkesville, to engage Federal General Patterson.  C. F. Fry was a brother in 

Christ and colporter; Fry sent word to Jones that he desired permission to enter 

Confederate lines to distribute Bibles and tracts.  Jones went to General Jackson to gain 

a permit for his friend.  Jones wrote of his vivid remembrance of the impression that 

Jackson made on him. 
 

Dressed in a simple Virginia uniform, apparently about thirty-seven years old, 

six feet high, medium size, grey eyes that seemed to look through you, light brown 

hair and a countenance in which deep benevolence seemed mingled with 

uncompromising sternness, he seemed to me to have about him nothing at all of the 

“pomp and circumstance of war,” but every element which enters into the skilful 

leader, and the indomitable, energetic soldier who was always ready for the fight.  

Stating to him my mission, he at once replied in pleasant tones and with a smile of 

peculiar sweetness: “Certainly, sir; it will give me great pleasure to grant all such 

permits.  I am glad that you came to me, and I shall be glad to be introduced to the 

colporter.” 

Afterward introducing my friend, Jackson said to him: “You are more than 

welcome to my camp, and it will give me great pleasure to help you in your work in 

every way in my power.  I am more anxious than I can express that my men should 

be not only good soldiers of their country, but also good soldiers of the Cross.”12 
 

Jones and Fry spent a bit more time talking with Jackson in what Jones said was 

“an exceedingly pleasant conversation about the religious welfare of the army.”13  When 

Jones began to leave, Jackson very courteously invited him to call again.  Jones believed 

he had met a man “of deep-toned piety, who carried his religion into every affair of life, 

and who was destined to make his mark in the war.”14  Jones seemed to know men. 

July 18th brought news that the commands of Johnston and Beauregard were to 

unite at Manassas Junction.  The 13th began a forced march at sunset.  The unit was 
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employed as the rear guard on the 20th.  Now they were forced to learn patience with the 

constant movement of units. They would be required to wait until other units got ahead 

of them, then they were loaded into cattle cars to complete the next part of the journey.  

The ride to Manassas Junction did not begin until about 8 P.M. on July 21st, as delays 

contested their patience.  Cars then would periodically derail and the soldiers would put 

them back on the tracks.  Upon arrival the 13th Virginia was directed to guard the fords 

of Bull Run.15  The 13th had little part in the great victory of First Manassas.  For weeks 

after the battle, Jones and the rest of the 13th were camped east of Fairfax Station.  

August was mostly a time of marching to one point or another without being engaged in 

battle.  On the 27th there was skirmishing with success, and the 13th sustained its first 

casualty at Upton’s Hill.  

Jones believed that the long period of inactivity after Manassas was a period 

wherein spiritual decay accelerated.  This period was unequalled during the war for 

being spiritually lethargic.16  People acted as if the war was over, they leaned on the arm 

of flesh, prayer became less fervent, vice and intemperance became more pronounced. 

General Johnston reviewed the 13th on September 16th and declared them a fine 

looking regiment. On September 17th the unit was involved in the capture of Lewinsville.  

On October 15th orders were issued to strike camp, and the army removed to Centreville.  

Just prior to that move Private Jones’ life took another change in course. 
 

 
 

The Battle after the Battle 
 

Mark W. Evans 
Past Chaplain-in-Chief 

 

     The source of today's political and social upheaval may be traced to atheistic and 

theological liberal beliefs promoted in our seminaries, taught in our educational 

systems, proclaimed from our pulpits, and implemented through politicians and 

bureaucrats who reject the Constitution while swearing before God to uphold it.  They 

believe that man can perfect society, not by God's grace or by God's help, but as self-

proclaimed masters of their own destiny.  This view places our country on a foundation 

of sand.   

     Our Confederate relatives knew better.  After the war, Confederate Chaplain W. W. 

Bennett wrote of Southern faith: "Their convictions of right in what they did were 

second only to their convictions of the truth of the Christian religion.  Nor has the stern 

logic of events eradicated this conviction from the Southern mind" [The Great Revival 

in the Southern Armies, p. 9].   
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     The War against Northern Aggression produced an astounding number of dedicated 

souls determined to stay on the old paths revealed in God's Word.  They remained true 

to the cause of liberty preserved by sovereign states, unwilling to yield to Yankee 

oppression.  The patriots of Dixie fought until they were depleted of men and resources. 

Yet, the burning heart for liberty remained.       

     Following the war, Robert L. Dabney, theologian and Confederate warrior, described 

a scene that was almost a prophecy of our present situation:  "Not only is every act of 

oppression a crime, but the seasons of despotism are usually eras of profuse and 

outbreaking crime.  The baleful shadow of the tyrant's throne is the favorite haunt of 

every unclean bird and beast.  And if the oppressing power be the many-headed 

monster, a tyrant faction, this is only more emphatically true.  At such a time the moral 

atmosphere is foul with evil example.  The vision of conscience is darkened and warped.  

The very air is unhealthy even for the innocent soul" [Discussions, vol. IV, p. 111].  

     Dabney warned Southern youth in an address given at Davidson College, June, 1868: 

"The man who has ceased to feel moral indignation for wrong has ceased to feel the 

claims of virtue.  Nor is there a valid reason for your insensibility to evil, in the fact that 

you yourself are the object of it."  He put before the students the danger of justifying the 

use of craven submission or subterfuge in order to avoid Northern oppression:  "Now I 

need hardly pause, before this assembly, to say that all this pretended argument is a 

guilty sophism.  You know that, however plausible it may be, it is grounded in a profane 

forgetfulness of God, of His holy will, and of His omnipotent government over 

oppressors and oppressed. You see how it involves that maxim of delusion, of whose 

advocates the Apostle declared 'their damnation is just'; that the end sanctifies the 

means.  At the day when God shall bring him into judgment, no man will dare to 

obtrude these specious pleas for his violation of the eternal principles of truth and right 

-- principles on which repose the welfare of all creatures and the honor of God, 

principles whose sanctity only finds illustrations in the very evils which man experiences 

from their breach"  [Ibid., p. 114].  

     After describing the deplorable condition in which Union oppression had reduced the 

Southland, the intrepid Confederate said: "A brave people may, for a time, be 

overpowered by brute force, and be neither dishonored nor destroyed.  Its life is not in 

the outward organization of its institutions.  It may be stripped of these and clothe itself 

in some diverse garb, in which it may resume its growth.  But if the spirit of 

independence and honor be lost among the people, this is the death of the common 

weal:  a death on which there waits no resurrection.  Dread then, this degradation of 

spirit as worse than defeat, than subjugation, than poverty, than hardship, than prison, 

than death" [Ibid., p. 116].   

     Our shift of government from a Constitutional Republic to an all-consuming central 

despotism, replete with bureaucrats and a swamp of dictators, has now reached into our 



 
 

homes, our churches, and into our private lives.  This sinister and dark conglomerate of 

power bears witness that our relatives were right. Dr. Dabney admonished the students 

with words well suited for the Sons of Confederate Veterans:  "We have no need, sirs, to 

be ashamed of our dead; let us see to it that they be not ashamed of us.  They have won 

the happier fate, 'taken away from the evil to come, they have entered into peace; they 

rest in their beds, each one walking in their uprightness.'  To us they have bequeathed 

the sterner trial of asserting, by our unshaken fortitude under overthrow, the principles 

which they baptized with their blood.  Let the same spirit which nerved them to do, 

nerve us to endure for the right; and they will not disdain our companionship on the 

rolls of fame" [Ibid., p. 120].    

 
 

A CONFEDERATE SERMON 
 

Submitted by Chaplain Kenneth Studdard 

Dr. Randolph McKim (1842–1920) served as a soldier and later as a chaplain in the 

Confederate States army.  He served as an Episcopal pastor for over fifty years.  

Dr. McKim was born in Baltimore on April 16, 1842, the son of John S. and Catherine 

Harrison McKim. Shortly after his graduation from the University of Virginia in 1861 he 

enlisted in the Southern army, serving first as a private in the corps commanded by Gen. 

Joseph E. Johnston and later by Stonewall Jackson. He was afterwards commissioned 

first lieutenant and assigned as aide-de-camp on the staff of Gen. George H. Steuart. 

Near the close of the war he served as chaplain of the 2d Virginia Cavalry. 

In 1866 Dr. McKim was ordained a minister of the Episcopal Church and held 

pastorates in Virginia, New York, New Orleans, and then in Washington, serving as 

pastor of the Church of the Epiphany in Washington for thirty-two years, from 1888 

until his death. He was the author of a number of theological books as well as several 

volumes defending the Southern cause, among which were A Soldier's Recollections, 

Numerical Strength of the Confederate Armies, and The Soul of Lee. 
 

THE TWO ADVENTS 

 

"The grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 

denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 

in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 

great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ."  Titus ii. 11-13. 
 



 
 

Our services have reminded us that we are entering to-day upon a new Christian 

Year, and the question naturally arises, Why should the Church observe a different year 

from the civil year, which begins a month later? Two reasons may be given. In the first 

place the Church seeks to impress upon her children the existence of a higher sphere 

than this temporal one—world greater and fairer than this world of sense—and to write 

deeply upon their minds the fact that they stand in close and vital relation to that 

invisible, supernal sphere. The Christian Year embodies this thought. It is a continual 

reminder that the Christian must reckon with the unseen, with the eternal; that he has 

higher relations than those which bind him to the world of time and sense, to business, 

to society, to his physical environment. Again, the Church Year is intended to bring 

before our minds every year that great cycle of evangelic facts which embody at once the 

story of redemption and the fundamental doctrines of the gospel. Thus the great events 

of that Life which is the Light of the World are set forth by the services of the Church 

with each revolving year, because in them are to be found the perennial 

springs of moral and spiritual life for men. In this way the Christian Year has the very 

highest practical value. It tells in the ears of men, year after year, the old, old 

story of Jesus and His love. It preaches Christ to those who attend the services of the 

Church, even though the pulpit should be ineffective, or untrue to its highest function. It 

proclaims to the whole world that that wondrous Life which began unnoticed in 

Bethlehem, and ended in agony and ignominy on Calvary, has a perpetual relation of 

help and healing to the care and the sorrow and the sin of the children of men.  

We are concerned today, however, in particular with the significance of the season 

of Advent; and the passage which I have chosen as my text may be taken as 

expressive of the purpose of that season, viz., this: to fix our minds upon the two 

Advents of Christ; the first in great humility, a manifestation of the grace of God 

bringing salvation to men, and teaching them to live soberly, righteously, and godly in 

this present world; and the second in power and great glory, at some future day known 

only to God Himself, when He shall come in person, not to redeem but to judge the 

world. 

For four weeks, one or other of these aspects of Advent is emphasized by the 

Church, and thus the season is a yearly recurring assertion of the vital importance of 

those two great events to every human being. It arrests today the attention of every one 

of us, and bids us reflect upon Christ's Advent—His first Advent in saving, redeeming 

power, and His second Advent as the Righteous Judge to whom we must each one give 

account of " the deeds done in the body." 

But, my friends, what does the Advent mean to us? What have you and I to do with 

the two great comings of Christ? I answer, we have this to do with it—that 

these two events should govern and shape our whole lives. They may be compared with 

the foci of an ellipse. The two focal points determine the form of the ellipse. 



 
 

Every point of its periphery has a definite relation to the foci. And so, I urge, the whole 

course of our lives, the whole trend of our conduct, the whole development 

of our character, should be governed and determined by those two fixed facts—the first 

and second comings of Christ. What you and I are, how we act, what we seek 

and what we hope for, on what principles we live, to what objects we devote our 

energies, how we meet the responsibilities of life, how we bear its burdens, its cares, its 

sorrows, whether or not we grapple resolutely with the temptations that beset our path, 

and whether we come off conquerors at last, cannot but be determined by these two 

great events, the two Advents of Christ, if indeed we believe them truly, and do not 

suffer them to be obscured by other things. 

1. Let us first consider the Advent of the Son of God into our world in the lowly guise 

of a man, "a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," suffering, dying for our sin. 

Reflect a moment and you will see that the divine self-manifestation in the Incarnation 

has completely changed the whole atmosphere of the world. It has given a new horizon 

to human life. Man henceforth has a new outlook and a new up look. We are confronted 

by the marvelous facts that shine like a halo around the birth of the child Jesus. We 

approach and study His manhood. It only grows more wonderful, more divine the more 

it is studied. Here is a phenomenon altogether unprecedented, unparalleled—such 

spotless purity, such profound insight, such matchless wisdom, such power over the 

consciences of men, such clearness of spiritual vision, such sweetness, such meekness, 

such majesty, such moral grandeur; and the man who combines all these qualities tells 

us that He is the Son of God, that He came down from above, that the Heavenly Father 

had sent Him into the world, that He came to reveal the Father, and to reunite the 

severed tie between God and man.  

Such an one as He could not deceive, neither could He be deceived; and so we are 

constrained to believe the account He gives of Himself and of His mission. 

But if this be true, then what a sublime fact the Advent presents for our 

contemplation! God was manifest in the flesh. The Word was made flesh and dwelt 

among us. The eternal Son of God took our human nature into union with the divine. 

How then is humanity clothed with a new dignity, a new nobility, by the Advent! What a 

crown of glory is bestowed upon human nature by this act of the Son of God in entering 

into it—yea, uniting it to His own divine nature! Henceforth it has a meaning, a 

ministry, a destiny it never had before. Every man in the whole world, of whatever land 

or language, of whatever age or race, is ennobled by this fact—and cannot but feel 

himself ennobled when once he realizes it, even imperfectly. 

But this is not all. The purpose of the Advent was to save man. "The grace of God 

that bringeth salvation to all men [so it should be rendered] appeared" in the 

Incarnation and Advent of Jesus of Nazareth. This also is a truth made vivid and vital to 

us by this season, on which we enter to-day. Surely it is a truth that ought to stir every 



 
 

one of us to the very depths of his being. It is God Himself who was manifest in Christ: 

God's love, God's pity, God's loving-kindness, God's sacrifice of Himself for our sin.  

When I think of this, God is nearer, dearer than before. He wins and commands my 

adoring love and gratitude as never before. With amazement I realize that one such as I 

am, so weak, so unworthy, so sinful, at best so unprofitable a servant, has been the 

object of such condescension, of such pity, of such love. Bethlehem and Gethsemane and 

Calvary show me the heart of God, and I marvel as I see that the agony and the bloody 

sweat were for me! What then? Can I live as if all this had not been? as if that sacrifice 

had not been made? Impossible! The Advent has touched me—changed me. It has 

become a directing, moulding force in my life! 

2. But there is a second Advent, to which also the Church directs our thoughts, 

throughout this season. The message is twofold. Not only that Christ came in the flesh 

nineteen centuries ago, but that He will come again in His kingly glory. So the apostle in 

our text points us forward to that "blessed hope and appearing of the glory of the great 

God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Now this second Advent is an event as certain as the first. "Heaven and earth shall 

pass away," said Christ, "but My word shall not pass away." And He foretold His second 

coming plainly, solemnly, repeatedly: "The Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all 

the holy angels with Him." "As the lightning cometh out of the east and shineth even 

unto the west, so shall the coming of the Son of man be." "Then shall He reward every 

man according to his works." Yes, as surely as the sun shall rise tomorrow, Christ will 

come again to our earth, not to suffer, but to reign ; not to be mocked and scourged, but 

to be hailed as the King of kings and Lord of lords; not in humiliation, but in glory; not 

to be nailed to a cross, but to sit on the throne of eternal judgment.  

The character of this second Advent was foreshadowed in Christ's triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem, which, accordingly, is made the subject of the Gospel for Advent 

Sunday. Only in this light can we understand the appropriateness of such a passage for 

the solemn Advent season. The Son of Man triumphant—the centre of worshipping and 

adoring multitudes who hail Him with hosannas as the Son of David, as the King of 

Israel, while the waving palms tell of His victory, of His triumph. In another feature the 

occurrences on that one day of triumph in the life of the Man of Sorrows foreshadowed 

and prefigured the second Advent. The Prophet of Galilee went into the Temple of God 

at Jerusalem and cast out all them that sold and bought in the Temple, and overthrew 

the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and said unto 

them, "It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer, but ye have made it a 

den of thieves." 

Christ will come to cleanse His temple, the Church to cast out everything that 

defileth—to separate the wheat from the chaff, in that great day.  



 
 

Now, the good and the evil are mixed; the tares and the wheat grow together; the 

true and the false disciple sit side by side; the wise and the foolish virgins are alike 

reckoned in the Bridegroom's train; but a day of sifting and separation is coming. "The 

Lord," cries the prophet, "shall suddenly come to His temple.... But who may abide the 

day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? For He is like a refiner's 

fire." (Mal. iii. 1, 2.) 

Such, then, is the twofold aspect of the second Advent. It will be the consummation 

of the glory and of the triumph of Christ and the inauguration of His perfected kingdom. 

It will also be the consummation of the processes of judgment both in the world and in 

the Church, whereby each soul will stand revealed in its true character, and shall inherit 

the destiny which its own conduct had prepared. Now the Church seeks by means of this 

season of Advent to bring home to her children the realization of this sublime event, so 

glorious in one aspect, so fearful in the other, confident that if men will realize it, even in 

a faint and feeble degree, it must become a potent influence in determining conduct and 

moulding character. 

Speaking in her name today I would affectionately urge you, my brethren, to 

consider the tremendous event which Advent foreshadows. Christ is coming to 

reign! Christ is coming to judgment! He is coming to reign. His kingdom shall be 

established. Falsehood and wrong, cruelty and injustice, lust and covetousness, 

selfishness and greed, yea, all the enemies of truth and peace and love shall be brought 

into subjection under His feet. The man who shall in that day be found in 

league with the kingdom of evil, in any of its forms, will have no part in His triumph, no 

share in His kingdom. But everyone who loves truth and purity and justice and mercy 

and charity, everyone who hungers and thirsts after righteousness, everyone who has 

been in sympathy with Christ's ideal, and has wrought for its realization, will be partaker 

in His glory and in His triumph. Let this thought stimulate you to a higher aim in life; let 

it kindle within you the flame of a nobler ideal. Be worthy of so great a possible destiny! 

Refuse to sell such a birthright for any mess of pottage that the world can offer!  

And then remember, too, Christ is coming to judgment. In one sense He is ever 

coming to judgment. Each day, each hour. He weighs our motives and sifts 

our conduct. We sin in His sight, and He condemns our sin. We let go our high ideal, 

and at once He sees it with sorrow. We compromise our purity, our faith, our truth, and 

at once He, our Judge, indicts us for our transgression. But it is also true that a great day 

is coming when the Son of Man will execute judgment upon transgressors. The 

processes of judgment will reach a climax. Judgment long deferred will be executed. The 

results of life's probation will be tested. Every man's conduct and character will be 

subjected to a sifting process. All shams and disguises and hypocrisies and self-deceits 

will be stripped away, and the naked reality, good or bad, stand revealed. "We must all 

appear," or rather "we must all be made manifest, before the judgment-seat of Christ." 



 
 

The Refiner's fire will try us; and we shall be manifested before the eyes of men and 

angels in our true colors. Our inner man shall be seen. Our real character shall appear. 

From that impartial judgment there will be no appeal, for it will but register the decrees 

of conscience. "He that is unjust, let him be unjust still; and he that is filthy, let him be 

filthy still; and he that is holy, let him be holy still." 

Men and brethren, let the solemn fact of that great day of judgment be often before 

our minds. Let it sober us. Let it restrain us. Let it rebuke our folly. Let it warn us to live 

soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world. 

Meanwhile let us pray our Judge and Saviour to visit us now in the time of this 

mortal life, to search us, and to cleanse us. So, that day will not find us unprepared; so, 

the Lord when He cometh to the temple of our hearts will not find it polluted and 

unclean; so, the Refiner's fire will cleanse, but not consume us, and the coming of the 

Son of Man will mean for us, not condemnation, but redemption 

 
 

 Book Review 
The Life of Johnny Reb 
Published numerous times, originally published in 1943, 444 pages 

by Bell Irvin Wiley 

Reviewed by H. Rondel Rumburg 
 

Bell Irvin Wiley (1906-1990) was a historian and professor of that subject at Emory 

University. Though an author of numerous books he is perhaps best known for his book 

being reviewed herein. The Life of Johnny Reb appeared in 1943. Some of us would take 

exception to the word Reb as a proper word to describe the Confederate soldier. Why 

would we take exception? These men were merely exercising their Biblical and 

Constitutional prerogatives to protect home and hearth and were protecting their 

individual state from invasion. However, this oversight by the author should not 

dampen the value of this great book.  He has merely taken the enemy's nomenclature as 

seen in Johnny Reb and Billy Yank to depict the common combatants in the war. 

Men write best on what they love most. Wiley seemed to write on a subject that was 

of great interest for him when he wrote on the common Confederate soldier. His interest 

becomes the reader's interest as well. 

Sadly, the common Confederate soldier had been overlooked in Southern Literature, 

but this oversight is true of the soldier in the ranks in most military histories. One must 

remember that there cannot be a great general without faithful and fearless soldiers? 

One of Lee’s men gave as it were a prophecy, noting that after the war historians were 

not going to “stop to tell how the hungry private fried his bacon, baked his biscuit, 

smoked his pipe.” Finally, when Wiley came along, he sought to rectify this error. 



 
 

The Life of Johnny Reb is subtitled The Common Soldier of the Confederacy.  

Herein Wiley gives these soldiers a face, a heart and new life in our literature of the war. 

This is a very good account because of the broad spectrum of research achieved by the 

author in acquiring great detail in his literary strokes to paint this lasting picture of the 

common soldier. He dug for his gold in every soil he could find that might yield color. 

Wiley gives a more accurate and complete picture of these men because he is not averse 

to giving an account of their Christian faith. Neither was Wiley fearful of the politically 

correct police when it came to giving the whole picture. He even uses the word “sin” in 

one of his chapter headings--“Besetting Sins.” Sorry if you are being thrown into 

apoplexy -- no, not really! 

Some have demurred the consideration of these men in the trench by saying “it is 

too hard for the historian to get down in the ranks and fish out the facts of the man in 

the muck.” Wiley went to work digging and sifting through diaries, letters and any 

reliable source of information. These sources revealed men who were men of character, 

some were characters (as we say) and very colorful in their expressions. Wiley is very 

adept at letting these men from the ranks tell their colorful story. We are truly indebted 

to this author for the results of his immense amount of work. 

Since this review is being written for the Chaplains Corps Chronicle, let me add that 

the book even gives a place to the life of the chaplain “who worked conscientiously at his 

job” which “was an arduous one” [187]. “In addition to holding services he attempted to 

talk individually with Christians to bolster their faith, and with sinners to persuade them 

to salvation; some kept records on every man under their charge in which they set down 

data as to home circumstances, church connections, change of religious status and other 

information pertinent to performance of their duties. Care and consolation of the sick 

and wounded was an important part of the chaplain’s work...” [188]. “The faithful 

chaplain shared the hardships of his flock.... His fare was the scant ration issued to 

private soldiers.... When fighting began the chaplain usually took a position near the 

ambulances or the field hospital in order to have ready access to the wounded” [188]. He 

noted that at Chancellorsville one chaplain grabbed a musket rushing to the front all the 

while directing the movement of skirmishers. Some chaplains were cited for gallantry 

under fire while some were killed in action [188]. 

While we would not agree with all of Wiley’s conclusions, the book has great merit 

and is recommended. One can gain a sense of the reality of the bivouac and battlefield. 

The reader gains a true sense of the life of the common soldier in this volume. The book 

has 66 pages of notes giving sources and explanations and is indexed. The reading of 

this book brings to light the reason why it has become a classic. 
 

   
 

 We must remember who we are and what we must be about:  



 
 

The SCV Challenge by Lt. Gen. S. D. Lee 
  

To you, Sons of Confederate Veterans, we will 
commit the vindication of the cause for which we 
fought.  To your strength will be given the 
defense of the Confederate soldier’s good name, 
the guardianship of his history, the emulation of 
his virtues, the perpetuation of those principles 
which he loved and which you love also, and 
those ideals which made him glorious and which 
you also cherish. Remember, it is your duty to 
see that the true history of the South is 
presented to future generations. 

  

***** 

 Chaplain’s Handbook 
  Sesquicentennial Edition 

Sons of Confederate Veterans  
  

This is an enlarged Sesquicentennial Edition of the Chaplain’s Handbook.   It is enlarged from 

131 pages to 165 pages. A chapter has been added on the topic, SCV Chaplains Should be 

Gentlemen; there has also been added a third burial service, The Order for the Burial of the Dead 

of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Confederate States of America; a chapter on Praying 

in Public has been added; and a chapter on Prayer Suggestions for Public Use.  All the other 

chapters remain the same. 
 

Hopefully, those using the handbook will find it even more useful than before.  There is the same 

cloth cover, acid free paper for longevity, sewn signatures, etc.  
 

The retail price is being kept to a minimum of $12, which is very low for a hardback quality 

publication.  Contact SCV headquarters or biblicalandsouthernstudies.com for a copy. 


