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    The State of Georgia Constitu-

tional Amendments will be on 

the November 3 ballot. 
 

                  Vote (YES)  

    to repeal sovereign immunity. 

 

Constitutional Amendment that con-

cerns the doctrine of sovereign immu-

nity  

 The ballot question is as follows: 

"Shall the Constitution of Georgia be 

amended to waive sovereign immunity 

and allow the people of Georgia to peti-

tion the superior court for relief from 

governmental acts done outside the 

scope of lawful authority or which vio-

late the laws of this state, the Constitu-

tion of Georgia, or the Constitution of 

the United States?"  

                   (X) YES  

T. Davis Humphries, 
Petitioner 

Vs. 
Newton County Board of Commissioners 

Defendant 
 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, 
General George “Tig” 

Anderson Camp #2038, and Georgia 
Division, Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

Petitioner 
Vs. 

Newton County Board of Commissioners 

Defendant 
 

   It has come to the Courts attention that despite the agreement of the 

parties in open court that the losing party in the case would appeal the 

Court’s decision, and the county would not remove the Confederate 

Monument until the appropriate Court had rendered a final decision, 

that the Commission Chairman is now seeking to remove the Confed-

erate Monument while the case is on appeal.  The Court has earlier, 

based upon the open court agreement by the County, made the agree-

ment an Order that mandated the statue not be removed until further 

order of the Court.  To cement what the Court has already ordered, the 

Court hereby STAYS the parties in this case and absolutely forbids any 

further action on the removal of the Confederate Monument.  The 

Sheriff of Newton County, who enforces the orders of the court, is ob-

viously empowered to arrest anyone now attempting to remove the 

statue.  The Newton County Chairman of the Board of Commissioners 

is to be personally served with this Order. 

                    So ordered this 22nd day of September, 2020. 

John M. Ott 

Chief Judge, Superior Courts 

Alcovy Judicial Circuit      

Send all articles, photos, and items 

for  

The Georgia Confederate to: 

gaconfederate@att.net 

 

Send any change or correction of 

mailing address to: 

secretary@gascv.org 
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☝Commander Ralph W. Mills received the 

Distinguished Service Medal and the Camp 
1404 Graves Appreciation Certificate at the 
Georgia Division Reunion. 

☝Gen. Henry Lewis Benning Camp #517, Georgia Division Camp of the Year: Camp Cmdr. Charlie Hart-

ley accepts the award from Div. Cmdr. Tim Pilgrim. Front Row, L to R Grady Simmons, Ned Berry, Wayne 
Bishop, Dewey Burnham, and Bill Berry. Back Row, L to R Lt. Div. Cmdr. George Crawford, Jim Ethridge, 
Dennis Greene, and Walt McPherson 

☝Camp 1404 Cmdr. Ralph Mills is presented his 

Division and National Life Membership certificates 
August 13, 2020. 

☝At the August 13th meeting of the David W. Payne Camp 

1633, Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV), Georgia Division, 
2nd Brigade Commander Michael Dean (L) presented Peter 
W. White (R) with the SCV's “Distinguished Service” medal 
for outstanding service in a position of responsibility. Mr. 
White is a charter member of Camp 1633, formed 1993 in 
Blairsville; has served as its camp commander in the past; and 
currently is camp treasurer. He spearheaded and coordinated 
the five-year restoration of the Old Blairsville Cemetery, 
which was completed in 2018. 

☟Congratulations to Kyle Clayton and his son 

Jackson for entering the Cadet Program. His an-
cestor is Pvt. Jones E. Clayton. Co. E 33rd Ala-
bama Infantry. Great job Jackson.                
      Barry Colbaugh   Stiles/Akin Camp 670 

☜Commander Jack Cowart visited 

Sylvester’s SCV Camp to present a 
program called “The Odd Facts of the 
War.” His topic covered all the amaz-
ing facts of the War between the 
States. Pictured standing left to right 
Poet Laureate Ray Houston, Com-
mander Bo Slack and Lt. Commander 
Ronnie Chapman. seated speaker 
Commander Cowart from the Chatta-
hoochee Camp of Iron City.  



Brothers,  

   We are approaching one of the 

most important elections in our 

lifetimes. This election will deter-

mine if our Country and State will 

be run by the leftist socialist cra-

zies or the more conservative 

party. It always seems the only 

choice we have is either bad or 

worst. This election, the worst is 

truly the worst, and again we will 

have to settle with the bad and 

work on making it better. But its 

our constitutional duty as citizens 

to go vote and encourage our fam-

ily and friends to go vote.  
 

   Georgia is on the verge of be-

coming a Virginia or North Caro-

lina with the changing demograph-

ics and northerners fleeing their 

screwed-up States coming to the 

South and voting the same way 

they did in their screwed up yan-

kee States. I am not sure what the 

actual count is, but both Virginia 

and North Carolina have lost many 

Confederate Monuments in the last 

few months and Virginia is even 

trying to pass laws to limit their 

citizens second amendment rights. 

We have to vote and keep Georgia 

on the conservative path.  
 

   There will be (2) two constitu-

tional amendments on the ballet 

this year. One is a constitutional 

amendment to repeal the doctrine 

of sovereign immunity, I would 

encourage you to vote (YES) to 

repeal sovereign immunity. The 

municipalities and counties have 

been using the doctrine of sover-

eign immunity as a legal defense 

stating that we don’t have standing 

to sue them because they are an 

agency of the State. Most of supe-

rior court judges are siding with 

that defense, not issuing a tempo-

rary restraining order [TRO] and 

these municipalities and counties 

are removing our Confederate 

Monuments. We do have case law 

indicating that a specific wavier of 

sovereign immunity is not required 

which is a good defense for us 

when these cases go before the Su-

perior court. We need to vote 

(YES) on the Amendment to con-

stitutionally limit the doctrine of 

sovereign immunity. 
 

   So far, these liberal municipali-

ties and counties have taken down 

(4) Confederate monuments in 

DeKalb, Athens/Clarke, Rockdale 

and Henry Counties. That’s not 

many in a State that has over 100 

Confederate monuments but one is 

too many as far as I’m concerned. 

We will continue to fight these le-

gal battles all the way to the Geor-

gia Supreme Court if that is what it 

takes. We have just entered a mo-

tion to intervene against the Solici-

tor of Gwinnett County who filed a 

suit claiming the Gwinnett County 

Confederate monument was a 

“public nuisance” and needed to be 

removed. The Newton County Su-

perior Court Judge entered a Stay 

Order to prevent the Newton 

County Chairman from trying to 

remove the Confederate monument 

in the middle of the night. 
 

   Many of you may have received 

a donation solicitation from the 

Veterans Memorial Coalition, Po-

litical Action Committee. Please 

give to this Political Action Com-

mittee. The Veterans Memorial 

Coalition, Inc. was created to give 

our members and other like-

minded patriots an organization 

that they can contribute too, that 

will help support candidates that 

support Veterans monuments and 

work against those who are against 

us. Go to www.Vetmc.org and 

check out their new web-page, 

contribute if you can.  
 

   There is now a new organization 

called the Stone Mountain Action 

Coalit ion whose t heme is 

“Healing, Transformation and Pro-

gress”. Their goal is to change the 

theme of Stone Mountain Confed-

erate Memorial Park by imple-

menting the following: (1.) Re-

move Confederate Symbols. (2.) 

Interpret and Contextualize the 

Confederacy.3. Open the Park to 

New Markets. Their webpage is 

https://stonemountainaction.org. 

They gave a presentation to the 

Stone Mountain Memorial Asso-

ciation (SMMA) on September 14 

on what their proposed plans are 

for the Park. Our Division Spokes-

man Martin O’Toole was there 

taking notes. [See O’Toole inter-

view, VOA: Page 16] Martin indi-

cated that they had a professional 

presentation of all the changes they 

are proposing, and not the usual 

crazed “blow up the carvings” 

from the naacp bunch that we typi-

cally hear. Martin will be back on 

October 4 to the SMMA to give a 

presentation on behalf of the Geor-

gia Division, SCV. We are think-

ing of having a professional pres-

entation prepared on making the 

Memorial Park more Confederate 

by having living histories and 

mock-up battles to present to the 

public. Stay tuned for more on this 

endeavor.  
 

   We are looking at having our 

annual General Robert E. Lee 

birthday celebration on Saturday, 

January 16, 2021 at the Jefferson 

Davis Memorial Park in Irwinville. 

We will have a great speaker and 

some home cooked pit BBQ and 

the fixings. Everyone, please try to 

come to the event and enjoy the 

day with us. 
 

   Brothers, I can’t stress enough 

how important it is for us to get 

out and vote and encourage our 

family and friends to go vote. We 

have got to turn the tide of this 

crazed bunch of liberal socialist 

trying to destroy our Country and 

State.   

 In your service always,  

 Timothy F. Pilgrim 

   Georgia Division Commander 

 Commander's Report The Charge 

to the Georgia Division 
 

To you,  

Sons of Confederate 

Veterans,  

we submit  

the vindication 

 of the Cause  

for which we fought;  

to your strength will be 

given the defense of the 

Confederate soldier’s 

good name,  

the guardianship of  

his history,  

the emulation of  

his virtues,  

the perpetuation of those 

principles he loved  

and which made him  

glorious  

and which you also  

cherish. 

Remember,  

it is your duty to see 

that the true history of 

the South is presented 

to future generations. 

“Any government that 

forces a region to pay 

3/4ths of the country's 

taxes then turns around 

and spends 3/4ths of the 

tax money in a different 

region for the benefit of 

those who demanded the 

taxes but pay little them-

selves -- is a thief and a 

far worse tyranny than 

Great Britain in 1776.” 

Henry L. Benning      

Speech before the  

Georgia legislature in  

Milledgeville  

November 19, 1860  
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 Executive Council 

Georgia Division Commander  
Timothy F. Pilgrim  
20 Old Fuller Mill Rd. NE,  
Marietta, Ga. 30067  
timfpilgrim@yahoo.com  
404-456-3393  
 

Division Lieutenant-Commander 

North  
(Brigades : 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13)  
George James Crawford  
435A S. 6th Street,  
Griffin, Ga. 30224  
brogeoti@gmail.com 678-360-9667 
  

Division Lieutenant-Commander 

South  
(Brigades : 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)  
Charles "Chuck" Griffin  
3393 Swamp Road,  
Waycross, Ga. 31503  
chuck.griffin13@yahoo.com  
912-816-6078  
 

Division Chief of Staff  
Timothy Hawkins  
104 Suncrest Place,  
Kathleen, Ga. 31047  
thawkins427@gmail.com  
478-951-2628 
  

Division Adjutant  
Richard Kevin Straut  
3721 Lathem Creek Rd.  
Gainesville, Ga. 30506  
scvbear@bellsouth.net  
770-851-3395  
 

Division Judge Advocate  
Daniel Coleman  
8735 Jenkins Rd.,  
Winston, Ga. 30187  
dancofin@yahoo.com  
770-265-7910  
 

Immediate Past Division Com-

mander  
Scott K. Gilbert, Jr.  
81 Tinsley Way, Senoia, Ga. 30276  
scottgilbert@bellsouth.net  
404-449-2521 
 

1st Brigade Commander  
Wendell Bruce  
813 County Line Rd.,  
Rock Springs, Ga. 30739  
irrigationdr1@gmail.com  
423-629-5222  
 

2nd Brigade Commander  
Michael C. Dean  
200 Pruitt Drive,  
Alpharetta, Ga. 30004  
csahorsesoldier@gmail.com 
 404-771-6507  
 

3rd Brigade Commander  
Eric Manley Cleveland  

74 Oak Bend Drive,  
Hull, Ga. 30646  
eric.cleveland@outlook.com  
404-771-0903  
 

4th Brigade Commander  
Kim M. Beck  
2321 Middle Ground Church Rd.  
Eastman, Ga. 31023-3043  
pinebarrensvolunteers@yahoo.com  
478-358-4168 / 478-290-3885  
 

5th Brigade Commander  
Thomas Miller  
326 Longwood Dr.,  
Statesboro, Ga. 30461  
thomasmiller007@yahoo.com  
912-536-5775  
 

6th Brigade Commander  
Donald Newman  
128 West Deerfield Rd.  
Bloomingdale, Ga. 31302  
donnewman0601@comcast.net  
912-547-4212 
  

7th Brigade Commander  
James Carter  
3703 North Cliff Lane,  
Valdosta, Ga. 31605  
jrousec@gmail.com 229-242-0157 
 

8th Brigade Commander  
Hershell Smith  
105 New Bethel Church Rd.  
Fitzgerald, Ga. 31750  
hershellsmith1861@gmail.com  
229-425-2966  
 

9th Brigade Commander  
Ken Arvin  
69 Brooklyn Circle,  
Richland, Ga. 31825  
orphabn@outlook.com  
706-662-4532 
  

10th Brigade Commander  
Joseph Alfred Medcalf, Jr.  
122 Medcalf Rd.,  
Barnesville, Ga. 30204  
owlwho55@aol.com 678-572-0723  
 

11th Brigade Commander  
Teddy Thomas  
2830 Shady Grove Rd.,  
Carrollton, Ga. 30116  
tedthomas1970@yahoo.com  
770-283-0720  
 

12th Brigade Commander  
Michael Reither  
3789 Sweat Creek Run,  
Marietta, GA 30062-1182  
mreither84@att.net 770-639-8969 
  

13th Brigade Commander  
Anthony "Tony" Jay Pilgrim  
6089 Kathie Ct.,  
Ellenwood, GA 30294  
rebelson1974@yahoo.com  

770-296-5139  
 

     Division Office Staff 

Georgia Division Secretary  
Catherine (Kitty) Dorety  
Georgia Division, SCV  
P.O. Box 1081, Macon, Ga. 31202  
secretary@gascv.org  
1-866-SCV-in-GA or  
1-866-728-4642 
 

      Staff Officers 

Division Spokesman  
Martin K. O'Toole  
gascvpr@gmail.com 678-232-8638  
 

Georgia Confederate Editor  

Allison Smith Perry 
P.O. Box 447, Fitzgerald, Ga. 31750 
asp3@planttel.net  912-585-9144 
 

Division Webmaster & Face book 

Administrator  

Barry Colbaugh 
barrycdog@yahoo.com  470-768-2888 
 

Division Chaplain  
Rev. Dr. James (Jim) L. Cavanah II  
302 Erin Court, Rincon, Ga. 31326  
jimcavanah@yahoo.com  
912-657-1698  
 

Deputy Division Chaplain - North  
Bobby Warren Bradford  
176 Old Jones Road,  
Ellijay, Ga. 30536  
bbradford@Ellijay.com  
706-273-6043  
 

Deputy Division Chaplain - South  
Kim M. Beck  
pinebarrensvolunteers@yahoo.com  
478-358-4168 / 478-290-3885  
 

Division Sergeant at Arms  
Joshua Lee Thayer  
jlthyr@gmail.com  
706- 938-4190  
 

Deputy Sergeant at Arms - North  
David W. Aderhold  
aderholdswat@bellsouth.net  

 678-409-5790  
 

Deputy Sergeant at Arms - South  
Wright Thomas Harrell Jr.  
wrightharrelljr@windstream.net  
(229) 385-8322  
 

Division Heritage Defense Officer  
Tony Jay Pilgrim  
rebelson1974@yahoo.com  
770-296-5139  
 

Senior Aide-de-Camp  
Dr. A. Jack Bridwell, Past Division 
Commander  
P.O. Box 1353,  
Moultrie, Ga. 31353  
olereb@moultriega.net  
229-985-8403 
 

Division HQ Office Executive Direc-

tor  
Thomas E. Stevens  
384 North River Blvd.  
Macon, Ga. 31211  
tstevens43@aol.com 478-477-7468 
  

Division Genealogist  
Hu Robert Daughtry  
P.O. Box 406, Metter, Ga. 30439  
sidada11@yahoo.com  
912-687-6153 
  

Division Event Coordinator  
9th Brigade Commander Ken Arvin  
orphabn@outlook.com  
706-662-4532 
  

Division Grave Registry Coordinator  
Garry Earl Daniell  
4347 Beachview De. SE,  
Smyrna, Ga. 30082  
g_daniell@bellsouth.net  
770-435-4605 
  

Division Historic Preservation Coor-

dinator  
William Lathem, 
wl61csa.ga@gmail.com  
404-401-9166  
 

Division H.L. Hunley Award Liaison  
Scott E. Seay  
4425 Evandale Way,  
Cumming, Ga. 30040  
garebel61@bellsouth.net  
678-455-7641 
  

Division Poet Laureate  
George Ray Houston 

Poet Laureate Georgia Division SCV    
grhsylvester@aol.com 
 

        Committees 
 

Tag Project Fund: 
  Chairman Kim Beck  
Members: George Crawford, Michael 
Dean, Chuck Griffin, Jack Bridwell, 
Richard Straut & Dan Coleman  
 

Time and Place: 

  Chairman Thomas E. Stevens, tste-
vens43@aol.com 478-477-7468  
Members: Al Medcalf 
 

Finance: 

  Chairman Richard Straut  
Members: Kim Beck 
  

Lobbyist Liaison:  
  Chairman Michael Dean  
Members: Martin K O'Toole 
  

Public Relations:  
  Chairman Tim Hawkins  
Members: Michael Dean, George Craw-
ford, Chuck Griffin,  
 

Communications:  
  Chairman George Crawford  
Members: Al Perry, Barry Colbaugh 
  

Youth Programs: 

  Chairman Thomas Miller  
Members: Al Perry, Michael Reither 
 
    
  

       Georgia Division Officers & Staff       2020/2021 
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      Executive Council  

    Meeting Schedule: 

      October 10, 2020  

(Ole Times Country Buf-

fet, Macon, Ga.)  

      January 16, 2021  

(Lee Event in Irwinville, 

Jefferson Davis Memorial 

Park)  

      March 27, 2021  

(Ole Times Country Buf-

fet, Macon, Ga.) 

The LAW:  Confederate Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines are American veterans designated by an act of Congress in U.S.  

                                                  Public Law 85-425: Sec. 410 approved 23 May 1958. 
   Monument is a veterans' monument.  The Congress of the United States has passed 117 STAT. 772 PUBLIC LAW 108-29-MAY 29, 

2003 to protect veterans' monuments. See also Report 113-140 from the 113th Congress (2013), which accompanied HR 1497 when the 

War Memorial Protection Act passed. 

                          Official Code of Georgia Annotated § 50-3-1 is very explicit in the protection of memorials on public property.  

                        

               facebook      

  h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c om /

Georgia-Division-Sons-of-Confederate-Veterans-Page-101472861486741/ 

                                                     Georgia Division Sons of Confederate Veterans Facebook Page  

* NEW GEORGIA DIVISION FACEBOOK PAGE * 

              Genealogy Resources 
Hu Daughtry                                Al Medcalf 

Georgia Division                        National SCV  

 P. O. Box 406                         owlwho55@aol.com 

 Metter, Ga. 30439                      678.572.0723 

 sidada11@yahoo.com,   

   It is quite clear that there is a 

“cultural war” being waged 

against traditional America today. 

As part of that war we have seen 

the American veterans of all peri-

ods assailed. Demands are made 

that statues, monuments, memori-

als and plaques be destroyed, re-

moved or revised. Vandals have 

attacked both in the dark of night 

and even in broad daylight caper-

ing in front of approving televi-

sion cameras. 

   In Georgia, monuments to colo-

nial period solders, Revolutionary 

War soldiers, Civil War veterans, 

Spanish American war veterans, 

World War 1 veterans and Viet-

nam War veterans have been van-

dalized. The Vietnam Veterans’ 

memorial in Conyers, for exam-

ple, was chopped into pieces. 

Our website www.Vetmc.org has 

photographic documentation of 

some of the disgraceful attacks 

here in Georgia. 

Astonishingly enough, these as-

saults are sometimes defended by 

political figures. These politicians 

are apparently content to pander 

to the ignorant and violent be-

cause people with respect for 

American traditions and history 

are silent. 

   Most of these monuments rep-

resent men and women who can 

no longer speak for themselves. 

For example, with the death of 

Fred Buckles in 2011, the last of 

the American World War I veter-

ans answered the final call. 

American veterans of the 

“Greatest Generation” are now 

advanced in years and Korean 

and Vietnam veterans are gray-

ing. 

   The Veterans Memorial Coali-

tion was formed to give voice to 

the voiceless and provide a forum 

for respect for the monuments to 

the valor and sacrifice of past 

American servicemen and 

women. We seek to raise money 

to make donations to the politi-

cians who will respect our his-

tory. If a politician is a friend to 

American history, that person 

should be supported. If a politi-

cian is eager to censor our history 

to pander to political correctness, 

that person should pay a price. 

   Our goal is to raise money to 

aid the defense of our defenders. 

The American veterans monu-

ments need to be protected and 

preserved. 

   The Veterans Memorial Coali-

tion is staffed entirely by volun-

teers, No one is paid a salary. All 

donations will be translated to 

non-partisan contributions to po-

litical candidates who stand for 

the principals of the VMC. 

   Please enjoy our website at 

www.Vetmc.org and give gener-

ously to provide protection to the 

Heroes who have made America 

the envy of the World.             ❖ 

     Permit me to introduce the Veterans Memorial Coalition (VMC). 

Sign Up for Newsletter 

 pr@vetmc.org   

678.232.8638 

Web Site:  www.Vetmc.org  

        Ahoy! 

 Searching for Confed-

erate sailors graves. If 

you know of one, con-

tact Ross Glover. 

email:  

rossgloverjr@comcast.net 

Romans 13: 7 
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    Some compatriots have 

been concerned about the 

use of lawsuits against cit-

ies and counties if the de-

fense of Sovereign Immu-

nity is removed as pro-

posed in the Constitu-

tional Amendment on the 

ballot in November.  They 

are also concerned if the 

“sovereign immunity” 

were to be removed that 

police officers could be 

sued.  

The issues surrounding 

the various immunities 

are complicated and fre-

q u e n t l y  m i s u n d e r -

stood.  Let me make a 

small effort to explain as I 

understand it.  

Police officers already can 

be and are sued under 

Federal law. See 42 U.S.C. 

§ 1983, the descendant of 

the 1871 Civil Rights 

Act.  Police, sheriffs, 

deputies, and other law 

enforcement and even 

other government offi-

cials, enjoy what is called 

“qualified immunity.” 

This is not the same as 

sovereign immunity.  

In short, a government of-

ficial (and let us say police 

for simplicity) must vio-

late an easily understood 

constitutional principle 

before being able to be 

sued.  This divides into 

two sub-sections: discre-

tionary acts and ministe-

rial acts.  If a police officer 

acts in a manner that does 

involve his judgement, he 

cannot be held liable.  In 

other words, the courts 

will not second guess the 

officer’s decision made in 

the heat of the moment 

absent a gross violation of 

constitutional rights.  The 

officer will be given lee-

way to use his best judg-

ment.  

If a government official 

refuses to perform a man-

dated duty – such a refus-

ing to issue a qualified 

person a driver’s license 

for no valid reason – that 

is not a protected act. This 

is considered a ministerial 

duty.   

The courts give great def-

erence to the officer’s de-

cisions when his judg-

ment is involved.  There is 

no deference given to a 

mandat e d,  mi ni s t e-

rial duty to perform a 

task.  

Sovereign immunity 

stems from the ancient 

Anglo-Saxon principle 

that the “King can do no 

wrong.” As a derivative of 

that principle, a sovereign 

cannot be sued save 

through the Sovereign’s 

consent.  For example, 

some counties do not in-

sure their motor vehicles. 

Cobb County, where I live, 

used to do that.  I don’t 

know if it still does.  A 

Cobb County vehicle 

struck a woman in 1989 

and she got noth-

ing.  There was no re-

course because of Sover-

eign Immunity.  Counties 

and cities that buy insur-

ance have waived sover-

eign immunity to the ex-

tent that they are in-

sured.  If the County had, 

say, $50,000 in auto in-

surance an injured party 

could claim up to 

$50,000, but no more. 

The driver would be im-

mune from personal li-

ability. 

If you attempt to make a 

claim on your uninsured 

motorist coverage, the in-

surance companies will 

also hide behind Sover-

eign Immunity claiming 

that since there is no valid 

underlying claim, you 

don’t have an uninsured 

motorist claim.  (This is a 

little old information. 

Things may have changed 

over the last forty years.)  

It is argued by some 

scholars that qualified im-

munity (the immunity po-

lice officers enjoy) is de-

rived from sovereign im-

munity, but the cases 

seem to be decided on 

completely  dif ferent 

grounds.  

The present attack on po-

lice in the United States 

Congress is an attack on 

qualified immunity as 

such.  I have not seen any 

indication that the lovers 

of a powerful, central 

state want to repeal Sov-

ereign Immunity and 

open the Courthouses to 

ordinary citizens.  

They are content with 

stripping qualified immu-

nity from police as part of 

the plan to destroy local 

police so we can have a 

n a t i o n a l  p o l i c e 

force.  Then I would ex-

pect that qualified immu-

nity would return. Maybe 

even absolute immunity 

would be invoked.  

As far as the SCV's re-

quest to support a sover-

eign immunity waiver 

goes, there are two 

points.  

(1)         Lt. Governor Geoff 

Duncan, fresh from his 

“Hate Crimes” bill pro-

posal triumph blocked 

Senator Jeff Mullis from 

amending O.C.G.A. § 50-3

-1 to add four words: 

“Sovereign immunity is 

waived.”  This would have 

ONLY applied to our 

monument protection act.  

Mullis attempted to bring 

this up on the floor and 

Duncan blocked it again. 

He is obviously politically 

ambitious, and his actions 

should be remembered.  

(2)       The Sovereign Im-

munity waiver, according 

to Georgia appellate deci-

sions, must be explicit to 

that Code Section.  So, a 

waiver added to O.C.G.A. 

§ 50-3-1 would only be ef-

fective as to O.C.G.A. § 50

-3-1.  It would have no ef-

fect on any other statute. 

The blocking of these four 

words has undermined 

the effectiveness of 

O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1. Just re-

cently, Judge Ott of New-

ton County ruled that the 

SCV had no standing and 

that Sovereign Immunity 

mandated the lawsuit’s 

dismissal.  An appeal has 

Sovereign  Immunity  Response 
September 20, 2020 
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b e e n 

filed.  The addition of 

these four words would 

have ended any questions 

on the matter. Now we 

must rely on the Appel-

late Courts – a dangerous 

position to be in.  

Since the Lt. Governor 

should have understood 

this (and we must as-

sume that he did), we can 

only draw the conclusion 

that he is a foe to South-

ern heritage and monu-

ment protection. I don’t 

know if I could vote for 

him.  If he were opposed 

by a Stacey Abrams, I 

would probably abstain 

since he is as big a foe to 

us on heritage issues as 

she is.  

   The limited repeal of 

Sovereign Immunity in 

O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1 was de-

feated by the actions of 

the Lt. Governor. Senator 

Mullis is chairman of the 

Rules Committee, so he is 

a powerful member of the 

Senate.  Clearly Duncan 

was able – as a rising me-

dia star – to push him 

aside.  

   Police can be and are 

sued regularly for failing 

to follow well-established 

and recognized rules of 

conduct and training.  

And they probably should 

be held to the standards 

to which they are trained.  

But the case of a police 

officer, acting in accor-

dance with proper train-

ing being found liable for 

an offense is still pretty 

unlikely outside of social 

justice cesspools. Repeal-

ing Sovereign Immunity 

does not affect them as 

the courthouse doors are 

already open for such 

suits.  

   As an addition amuse-

ment, when Governor 

Kemp, having vetoed the 

Sovereign Immunity 

statutory repeal, wanted 

to stop the restrictive face 

mask measures applied 

by Atlanta mayor Keisha 

Bottoms he retreated 

when told that Sovereign 

Immunity protected At-

lanta from the State of 

Georgia. Hoist on his 

own petard! 

   Finally, we have the 

concern of frivolous law-

suits.  Both the Federal 

Court system and the 

Georgia state system 

have what are referred to 

as “Rule 11” statutes 

which permit the assess-

ment of attorney’s fees 

and other penalties for 

abusive and frivolous liti-

gation. Most attorneys 

will not wish to be fined 

or otherwise punished for 

filing a frivolous lawsuit.   

   I could go on at great 

length about the most fa-

mous “frivolous” lawsuit: 

the McDonald’s Coffee 

Cup case.  But interested 

parties might want to 

consider Paul Harvey’s 

“Rest of the Story” in 

which he told the full de-

tails of the verdict. Since 

Mr. Harvey has left the 

building, I can send you 

to a website that does 

talk about the case.  

h t t p s : / /

www.tortmuseum.org/

liebeck-v-mcdonalds/ 

   Truly frivolous lawsuits 

are pretty rare and often 

punished.  There is an 

email that goes out every 

so often with stories 

about horrible cases.  Do 

an internet search and 

you will find most are in-

vented. 

   In short, the Govern-

ment is the servant of the 

people.  We do not live in 

a divine right monarchy 

and bad behavior by our 

servants – such as de-

stroying our history – 

needs to be stopped. 

   Take note that both the 

House of Representatives 

and the Senate voted 

unanimously to pass the 

proposed Constitutional 

Amendment. Yes, liberals 

and conservatives, De-

mocrats and Republicans 

all are in favor.  Only ad-

journment gets such sup-

port. (But never soon 

enough.) 

   I encourage all Compa-

triots to help pass the re-

peal of Sovereign Immu-

nity.                                 ❖ 

      Martin K. O’Toole 

Lt. General Leonidas 

Polk Camp #1446 

Smyrna, Georgia 
 

Sovereign: Continued  

 

The Confederate 

States of America: 

A government  
of the people,  
by the people,  

and for the people. 
A Representative  

Republic 
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   Gwinnett County - Motion to 

intervene 

 Synopsis:  

   The Gwinnett County Solicitor 

Brian Whiteside filed a lawsuit 

claiming the that the Gwinnett 

County Confederate Monument 

at the old historic County Court-

house was a "nuisance" and is a 

public safety issue and could 

cause injury or even death. The 

Georgia Division and the Major 

William E Simmons Camp #96 

file a motion to intervene to be a 

party to the suit. Note this declar-

ing the Monument a “public nui-

sance” is the same underhanded 

tactic that DeKalb County and 

the City of Decatur played that 

got them the court order to re-

move the DeKalb County Monu-

ment 

 Status: 

   Gwinnett County Solicitor 

Brian Whiteside has asked the 

Court for a continuance so he can 

get more information on the own-

ership of the Monument. 
 

Newton County - O.C.G.A. § 50

-3-1 violation 

Synopsis:  

   The Newton County Board of 

Commissioners voted to remove 

the Newton County Confederate 

Monument. The Georgia Divi-

sion filed for a Temporary Re-

straining Order (TRO) and filed a 

lawsuit for violation of O.C.G.A. 

§ 50-3-1. While the Newton 

County Superior Court Judge did 

not issue a TRO, he ruled that 

nothing would happen to the 

Confederate Monument until the 

final ruling was issued. 

 Status: 

   As expected, the Newton 

County Superior Court Judge 

John Ott issued an order in favor 

of the County Commission’s ac-

tion stating that the doctrine of 

sovereign immunity applied. The 

Georgia Division, SCV immedi-

ately filed a motion to appeal. 

The next day the County Com-

missioner Chairman was at-

tempted to have the Confederate 

Monument removed. This action, 

violation of the understanding 

reached at the earlier hearing, 

prompted Judge Ott to issue an 

Order to stay and forbid the re-

moval of the Confederate Monu-

ment  until the final decision is 

made. 
 

Henry County - O.C.G.A. § 50-

3-1 violation 

 Synopsis:  

   The Henry County Board of 

Commissioners voted to remove 

the Henry County Confederate 

Monument. The Georgia Divi-

sion filed for a Temporary Re-

straining Order (TRO) and filed a 

lawsuit for the actions proposed 

in violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-

1. 

   The Henry County Superior 

Court Judge did not issue a TRO. 

He accepted the County’s defense 

based on the doctrine of sover-

eign immunity. The Georgia Di-

vision filed a motion to recon-

sider after finding a lease agree-

ment between the County and 

City showing the property where 

the Monument was standing was 

le a s e d  b y t he  C it y o f 

McDonough. Therefore, the 

County had no standing to re-

move the Monument.   

 Status: 

   Georgia Division filed a suit for 

violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1 in 

Henry County Superior Court. 

We are awaiting “our day in 

court” to be set. Henry County 

has filed a motion to dismiss the 

case and the Georgia Division 

plans to issue a response to deny 

the motion to dismiss.  
 

Rockdale County - O.C.G.A. § 

50-3-1 violation 

 Synopsis:  

   Chairman Oz Nesbitt, Jr., 

Chairman of the Rockdale 

County Board of Commissioners 

made an “executive decision” to 

remove the Rockdale County 

Confederate Monument. No for-

mal discussion or vote was ob-

tained from the Rockdale County 

Board of Commissioners. The 

Monument was removed that 

night under the cover of dark-

ness.  

 Status: 

   Georgia Division filed a suit for 

violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1 in 

Rockdale County Superior Court. 

We have sued the Chairman both 

as an individual as well as Chair-

man of the Commission. We are 

awaiting our day in Court.  
 

City of Athens/Clarke County - 

O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1 violation 

 Synopsis:  

   City of Athens Clarke County 

Co nso l idat ed Go ver nment 

(ACCG) stood by and permitted 

"mostly peaceful protestors" to 

vandalize the 1871 Clarke 

County Confederate Monument 

located at the intersection of 

Broad Street and College Ave-

nue. The ACCG voted to remove 

the Confederate monument to an 

obscure location in Clarke 

County at the end of a dead-end, 

rubbish-strewn road. They claim 

the move is necessary for a pe-

destrian walk-widening project 

that has been the works since 

2019. The plans received under 

an open records request clearly 

shows that proposed relocation of 

the Confederate monument was 

not considered until May 2020. 

The Georgia Division filed for a 

Temporary Restraining Order 

(TRO) and filed a lawsuit for 

ACCG’s violation of O.C.G.A. § 

50-3-1. The Superior County of 

Clarke County denied the Geor-

gia Division a TRO based on the 

doctrine of sovereign immunity. 

 Status: 

   The Georgia Division lawsuit 

for violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-

1 is awaiting a court date.  
 

Cotriss Case - 1st Amendment 

violation  

 Synopsis:  

   Silvia Cotriss was a police ser-

geant with the Roswell city po-

lice. She was fired for flying a 

Confederate Battle Flag in front 

of her home. A black pharmacist 

complained because she had a 

city police car parked at her 

home. According to her attorney, 

the car was in the shop on the day 

in question. She sued based on 

the city firing her when she was 

exercising her 1st amendment 

rights at her home.  

   The case went before United 

States District Court of the 

Northern District of Georgia and 

Judge William Ray ruled against 

her.  

 Status: 

   The case was appealed and now 

is awaiting a ruling from the US 

11th circuit court of appeals. The 

SCV has assisted in expenses in 

this vital case.  If upheld, the 

precedent could be set that no 

Confederate heritage supporter 

has a right to a government job. 
 

City of Alpharetta - Old Sol-

diers Day Parade- 1st Amend-

ment violation  

 Synopsis:  

   The Roswell Mills Camp # 

1547 has been participating in the 

Old Soldiers Day Parade in Al-

pharetta, Georgia for 17 years - 

always flying the Battle Flags. 

The Old Soldiers Day Parade was 

started to honor Confederate Vet-

erans at the turn of the 20th cen-

tury. In 2018 the city assistant 

manager informed the Camp that 

they could not fly the Battle Flag 

in the parade stating that it might 

incite violence. The Camp agreed 

to fly the SCV logo flag instead. 

In 2019 the City enforced the 

same policy. The Georgia Divi-

sion filed for a Temporary Re-

straining Order (TRO) in the 

United States District Court for 

the Northern District of Georgia. 

The TRO was denied by Judge 

William Ray and Georgia Divi-

sion then filed a suit against the 

City of Alpharetta for violation of 

their 1st amendment rights.  

   The City's defense was that 

since the City was the primary 

sponsor the parade was consid 

 

Georgia Division Pending Litigation 

 Pending: Continued next page > 
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ered to be 

“governmental speech” and 

therefore not a First Amendment 

violation. The City argued that 

permitting the Confederate Bat-

tle Flag in the City-sponsored 

parade might cause viewers to 

believe the City was endorsing 

the Confederacy or the SCV. The 

SCV provided proof the VFW 

was the primary sponsor and 

there were other participants in 

the parade. The Democratic 

party of Fulton County was one 

such group.  It displayed a ban-

ner. Other businesses advertised 

their trade with signs and ban-

ners.  The SCV argued that the 

City was not concerned about 

endorsing the Democratic Party 

or these businesses  and there-

fore censoring the SCV for its 

viewpoint. 

   Judge William Ray again ruled 

against the Georgia Division cit-

ing that the parade was governed 

by the concept of governmental 

speech. 

 Status: 

   The SCV has filed a motion for 

reconsideration with the United 

States District Court of the 

Northern District of Georgia 

based on based upon the issue of 

forum analysis. If the motion for 

reconsideration fails, then the 

Division will file an appeal with 

the United States 11th Circuit 

Court of Appeals. 
 

City of Columbus - Linwood 

Cemetery - O.C.G.A. § 50-3-1 

violation 

 Synopsis:  

   General Henry Benning Camp 

#517 entered into an agreement 

formally adopted by resolution 

with the Mayor and City Council 

of the City of Columbus on Oc-

tober 4, 1994. The SCV was per-

mitted to erect two 35 foot flag 

poles flying the Confederate Bat-

tle Flags in the Confederate Sec-

tions of the Linwood Cemetery. 

Sometime in 2016 the Battle 

Flags were removed and re-

placed with 1st National Flags. 

The Camp made various at-

tempts to resolve the issue with 

the Mayor by rotating the flags 

with the many different flags of 

the Confederacy, but the Mayor 

refused. The Camp then placed, 

as clearly permitted under the 

Agreement, a Battle Flag back 

on one pole. The Mayor and 

Council responded by having the 

Memorial Flag poles cut at the 

base, destroying and removing 

them.  

 Status: 

   Georgia Division filed a suit 

for violation of O.C.G.A. § 50-3-

1 in Muscogee County Superior 

Court, awaiting a court day to be 

set.                                       ❖ 

 Pending: Continued          

Thank You to the Camps that answered the "Call to Action" to make 

at least a $500 donations to help fund our Legal Defense Cost.  

   Since the July, 2020 Reunion we have spent $48,500 in legal fees 

fighting (9) separate law suits. It takes money to fight these legal bat-

tles and we have got to stand our ground now. We can't and won't give 

up. 

Please Camps of the Georgia Division give a Camp donation to help 

fund these legal fights to protect our Confederate Veteran's Monu-

ments and our 1st Amendment rights. It's up to us to take the stand. 

 1552  Camp McDonald    $4,000.00  

     78  Alexander H. Stephens  $2,400.00  

   941  Ogeechee Rifles    $1,070.00  

   700  Kennesaw Battlefield   $1,000.00  

 1446  Gen. Leonidas Polk Camp  $1,000.00  

 1449  John B. Gordon Memorial  $1,000.00  

 1642  Col. Hiram Parks Bell             $1,000.00  

 1639  Chattahoochee Guards  $1,000.00  

 2200  Georgia Division HQ   $1,000.00  

 2137  Barnesville Blues      $820.00  

     91  Thompson Guards      $700.00  

   517  Gen. Henry L. Benning     $700.00  

   926  Lt. Dickson L. Baker      $700.00  

   682  Jefferson Davis Cowboys     $565.00  

   943  Lt. Col. Thomas C. Glover     $530.00  

     18  Gen. Edward Dorr Tracy, Jr.     $500.00  

     79  Gen. Lafayette McLaws     $500.00  

     89  Gilmer Light Guards      $500.00  

     96  Maj. William E. Simmons     $500.00  

     97  Brig. Gen. T.R.R. Cobb     $500.00  

   141  Lt. Col. Thomas M. Nelson     $500.00  

   485  Thomas Marsh Forman     $500.00  

   690  W.F. Jenkins       $500.00  

   707  State of Dade       $500.00  

   863  Joseph Wheeler Camp     $500.00  

   914  Cherokee Legion       $500.00  

 1397  Gen. William J. Hardee     $500.00  

 1404  27th GA Regiment      $500.00  

 1807  Ochlocknee Rifles      $500.00  

 1859  Joseph McConnell      $500.00  

 1914  Maj. Gen. Ambrose R. Wright   $500.00  

     64  Clement A. Evans      $400.00  

 1386  McLeod-Moring Camp     $200.00 

 

   If your Camp has made a donation and is not on the above 

list, please contact Division Secretary Kitty Dorety so she 

can make the correction.  

Catherine (Kitty) Dorety  
secretary@gascv.org  

1-866-728-4642 

 Camps of the Georgia Division  

Answer the Call 

GEORGIA  DIVISION  STORE 
 

NEW ITEM ! 

SURVEILLANCE  SIGNS 

  These are to be posted in cemeteries and around 

monuments as a vandalism deterrence.  
 

GO  TO 

gascv.org 
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   Friends,  
 

   We have a very important 

Georgia Constitut ional 

Amendment that we will be 

voting on Election day, 

Tuesday, November 3. This 

Constitutional Amendment 

that we will be voting on 

waives the legal doctrine of 

sovereign immunity in our 

State's Constitution. 

   The legal doctrine of sov-

ereign immunity allows mu-

nicipalities, counties and 

State governments and their 

agencies to violate State 

Law without any repercus-

sions, because they can 

claim they have sovereign 

immunity. The same laws 

that if they were violated by 

an Citizen, that Citizen 

would be charged, fined and 

jailed.   

   Also these municipalities, 

counties and State govern-

ments cannot not be sued by 

Citizens, groups or organiza-

tions for the violation of 

State Laws because the legal 

defense of sovereign immu-

nity prevents these groups 

from having legal standing 

to sue.   

   The Georgia Division, 

Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans has been denied legal 

standing in all the counties 

that they have brought suit 

against to prevent the re-

moval of Veterans Monu-

ments because of the doc-

trine of sovereign immunity, 

even when State Law 50-3-1 

has been blatantly violated 

by these governmental enti-

ties.     

Constitutional Amendment 

that concerns the doctrine 

of sovereign immunity  

The ballot question is as 

follows: 

"Shall the Constitution of 

Georgia be amended to 

waive sovereign immunity 

and allow the people of 

Georgia to petition the su-

perior court for relief from 

governmental acts done 

outside the scope of lawful 

authority or which violate 

the laws of this state, the 

Constitution of Georgia, or 

the Constitution of the 

United States?"  

(X) YES  

( ) NO  
 

History of sovereign immu-

nity in Georgia 

   Sovereign immunity is a legal 

doctrine in which it is held that 

the government cannot be sued 

without its express consent.  

Georgia adopted the statutes and 

common law of England in 1784, 

shortly after America declared 

independence, including adopting 

the doctrine of sovereign immu-

nity as common law. Common 

law refers to law that is adopted 

by virtue of custom and judicial 

precedent rather than existing in 

state statute. 

Recent attempts to waive 

state sovereign immunity 

   In 2019, the Georgia State Leg-

islature unanimously approved 

House Bill 311, which was de-

signed to waive sovereign immu-

nity and provide for declaratory 

and injunctive relief in some 

cases. Georgia Governor Brian 

Kemp (R) vetoed the bill on May 

10, 2019.  

   In Kemp's veto statement on 

House Bill 311 of 2019, he wrote, 

"House Bill 311 would create a 

waiver of sovereign immunity for 

claims brought against state gov-

ernment. Governor Nathan Deal 

also vetoed as similar Bill to 

waive sovereign immunity in 

2016 (House Bill 59).               ❖ 

HELP  US  HAVE  BETTER  PHOTOS. 
 

   We have a new printing company handling The Georgia 

Confederate. The proof department reviewed a past issue and 

made a recommendation.  When you send in photos, the for-

mat needs to be jpeg with dpi greater than 150 [see informa-

tion on back page of this issue].  Most of the “poor” photos 

you see in the GC have a dpi of 72.  Our new printer recom-

mends a dpi of 200. 

 

   I have no way to increase the dpi once you send in a photo. 

 

   Someone in your Camp is computer savvy [or his grandchil-

dren are!].  Help us have GREAT photos in your Georgia Con-

federate.   Increase the dpi to a minimum of 150. 

 

TIPS:  

Always pay attention to LIGHT.  It should be coming from 

BEHIND the photographer. 

Consider your background.  Lights shining behind your sub-

ject alter the quality of the photo. 

                    Let’s make our GC the best it can be. 

.al  perry., editor 
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To receive eMail copies of our 
Press Releases, contact  
the Division Secretary. 

Catherine (Kitty) Dorety  
secretary@gascv.org  

1-866-728-4642 
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  THE GEORGIA DIVISION OF THE SONS OF CONFEDERATE VETERANS 
CALLS FOR A BOYCOTT AGAINST THE CRANE COMPANIES THAT  

REMOVED GEORGIA'S VETERANS' MONUMENTS 

   Effective immediately the Georgia Division, Sons of Confederate Veter-

ans is implementing a BOYCOTT on the following crane companies for 

the shameful removal of Veterans' Monuments honoring Georgia's Vet-

erans from DeKalb, Rockdale, Henry, and Athens-Clarke counties. 

       SUPERIOR RIGGING & ERECTING COMPANY 

(Removal of the DeKalb & Athens/Clarke counties Monuments) 

   ROPER & SONS, LLC. 
(Removal of the Rockdale & Henry counties Monuments)   

  The Sons of Confederate Veterans call upon all its 33,862 members, their 

families, supporters, as well as all other Veterans' organizations and memorial 

associations to cease doing any form of business with these crane/rigging com-

panies. These companies have shown the sacrifices these veterans made is of no 

value when compared to a quick buck. All is for sale. They have sold them-

selves out to these liberal municipalities and county governments and removed 

Georgia's Veterans Monument in the dark of night.   

   Therefore, we ask all Construction Professionals, Facility Managers, Mainte-

nance Managers, Contractors and Vendors to remove Superior Rigging and 

Roper & Sons, LLC from your bid list, contractor list and request for pricing 

list. We also encourage you to mandate and discourage your colleagues, con-

tractors, subcontractors, and vendors from using Superior Rigging and Roper & 

Sons from doing any work whatsoever.  

   This Boycott is no reflection on the hard-working men and women who are 

the operators, riggers, shop mechanics and drivers for these crane companies. It 

is unfortunate that these crane companies have placed their employees in this 

position just to make a fast buck. Many of these Monuments were erected by 

mothers, wives, sisters and daughters to honor their lost loved ones. Many of 

these fine employees are veterans themselves or descendants of veterans. We 

do not hold them responsible for the greedy actions of their bosses. 

  The Rockdale County Veterans' Monument was erected in 1913, in memory of 

Georgia's Veterans from Rockdale County. The Monument was erected by the 

United Daughters of the Confederacy. In the haste to grandstand for publicity, 

the County Chief Executive has no idea even where to place it. This shameful 

action was made possible by the Roper & Sons, LLC crane company.  

   The Henry County Veterans' Monument was erected in 1911, in memory of 

Georgia's Confederate veterans from Henry County. The Monument was 

erected by the United Daughters of the Confederacy. Again, thanks to the 

Roper & Sons, LLC crane company it has been hauled away into hiding with 

no announced plans for relocation.  

  The Clarke County, Athens Veterans' Monument was erected in 1871, in 

memory of Georgia's Confederate veterans from Clarke County. The Monu-

ment was erected by the Ladies Memorial Association who were the mothers, 

wives, sisters and daughters of the fallen veterans. The Monument listed over 

200 names of the local soldiers who died. Many never returned home. They are 

buried in mass graves near battlefields across our Country. Many are buried in 

unmarked plots. All these names represented real grief to their loved ones in the 

community. For many, this would be the only place where 

their names would be remembered. This was their grave-

stone. The Athens-Clarke County Consolidated government 

has dumped the dismantled monument in a cow field with 

the help of Superior Rigging & Erecting crane company.  

 

For further informa-

tion contact: 

Martin K. O'Toole 

Spokesman,  

Georgia Division 

Sons of Confederate 

Veterans 

GASCVPR@gmail.com       

Cell: 678/232-8638 

 

PRESS  RELEASE   

August 30, 2020 
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☝3 Photos: Labor Day cookout at the Hardy Smith House 

and a rally at the Confederate Monument in Dublin. 
   See Page 18 for article. 

☜ The Col. Charles T. Zachry 

Camp 108 SCV and the 13th Bri-

gade hosted the 156th Anniversary 

Commemoration of the Battle of 

Jonesboro today just days before 

the actual anniversary. Many 

thanks to those who came and 

showed their support for such an 

important event in American his-

tory. Each year we will build this 

event to be one of the biggest in 

the Georgia Division. Lt. Com-

mander North George Crawford 

spoke about the importance of 

what we do in remembrance of our 

past. I am humbled to be a part.  

                    Tony Pilgrim     

           13th Brigade Commander“ 

☝☞ 
 McLeod-Moring 

Camp #1386 & 

Heritage Roses 

Chapter of the Or-

der of Confederate 

Rose (OCR)  

   Staying Active 

in the  

Community ! 

   See Page 16 

 Psalm 100 
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☜ ☞ Mechanized Cavalry Troop 3, 

Clinchs Crew did two cemetery clean-ups, 

Eastman and Hawkinsville GA  SCVMC  

2nd Lt Shadow (Clinchs crew) 

 ☝ Ray Garvin, a charter member of the 

Buckhead-Fort Lawton Brigade, Camp 
No. 2102, Millen, Georgia, was awarded 
the Commendation Medal by the Georgia 
Division in recognition of more than a 
decade of outstanding service as Camp 
Chaplain.  Chaplain Garvin (left) is 
shown receiving his medal and accompa-
nying certificate from 5th Brigade Com-
mander, Thomas Miller. 
             Steven S. Rathbun, Historian 
   Buckhead-Fort Lawton  Camp No. 2102 

☝At its September 10th meeting, the David W. Payne Camp 1633, 

Sons of Confederate Veterans, swore in its newest member. L-R: 
Chaplain John Fusco; Commander Mike Pettus; New recruit Robert 
Walter; and Adjutant Jessie Pinson.  

☞Members of Camp 1860 "The Blue Ridge 

Rifles" erected two new signs on their prop-
erty along U.S. Highway 19 North, A heavily 
traveled highway just north of Dahlonega. 
The highway experiences it's busiest time of 
the year in the fall, so the Georgia Division 
should get lots of exposure! Submitted by: 
Camp Historian                    Terry Grizzle 

☜ Georgia Division's newest camp is recognized at the 123rd Re-

union. The C.S.S. Chattahoochee Camp #2314 in Seminole County, 
Ga. Seen in the picture CIC-SCV Paul Gramling, Camp Commander 
Jack C. Cowart, Georgia Division Commander Tim Pilgrim and 9th 
Brigade Commander Ken Arvin.   

☝ Compatriot Robert Smith on left of the Clem-

ent A. Evans Camp 64 has been on the recruiting 
trail. Compatriot Anthony Thomas is his tenth 
new recruit to the Camp since June of this year.  

  Lest  
       we 
           forget 
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• Project Management 

• Electrical &  

        Instrumentation 

• Process / Chemical 

• Mechanical & HVAC 

• Industrial Duct and  

         Piping Design 

• 

3D Laser Scanning  

          and Design 

• Procurement Assistance 

• P&ID / PSM / HAZOP 

• Special Engineering  

           Studies 

• Arc Flash 
 

1006 Millen Hwy 

Sylvania, GA 30467  

Phone: (912) 499-1400 

info@Arthur-Engineering.com 

Engineering Consulting for manufacturing, chemical plants, 

oil & gas as well as Commercial (MEP) projects.  We are li-

censed in 24 States and we travel! 

JROTC  Hunley 

Awards 

 Division H.L. Hunley  
Award Liaison  

Scott E. Seay 
4425 Evandale Way,  
Cumming, Ga. 30040 

garebel61@bellsouth.net   

678-455-7641 

DEADLINES 

The  Georgia  Confederate 

✯✯✯ 
~  2020  ~  

December 1st 
~  2021  ~  

February 1st 
April 1st 
June 1st 

August 1st 
October 1st 

December 1st 
gaconfederate@att.net 

✯✯✯ 
               VETERANS MEMORIAL COALTION  

   The Veterans Memorial Coalition, Inc. helps elect 

State and Federal candidates who support our Ameri-

can Veterans from past and present.  We also contrib-

ute to elected officials who support legislation that 

protects monuments, memorials, and banners sacred 

to those Veterans. 

 www.Vetmc.org    vetmc.org/voters-guild/ 

 Veterans Memorial Coalition, Inc.    P. O. Box 6893     Gainesville, GA 30504 

National Membership Coordinator     
Sons of Confederate Veterans HQ 

P.O. Box 59  Columbia, TN 38402-0059   

(800) 380-1896 ext 202 
membership@scv.org    

NEW ADJUTANT    TRAINING AT GHQ. 

Lest  
    we 
         forget 
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            Martin O’Toole on "Voice of America" 

 

What is the argument for keeping Stone Mountain as is?  

                                                                                      -VOA 
  

Stone Mountain is the largest bas-relief sculpture in the 

world and a significant memorial for the three greatest he-

roes of the Southern Confederacy: Davis, Lee, and Jack-

son.  
  

What do you say to people who look at that mountain and 

see the images of slave owners or slavery supporters? 

                            -VOA 
  

Slavery was lawful until the passage of the 13th Amend-

ment in 1865. Once abolished, for example, Lee com-

mented that he “rejoiced” that slavery was gone. 
  

Should memorials that are deemed controversial or hurtful 

be confined to private land, at least? Should the party who 

claims injury be given equal space elsewhere for a memo-

rial of their own?                                                        -VOA 
  

No. What monuments are agreed upon by all Ameri-

cans?  What the censors are demanding is either the de-

struction of monuments they disagree with or 

“contextualization” markers to promote their own view-

points.  If “contextualization” markers were offered for all 

monuments and not just Confederate or traditional Ameri-

can memorials we could take these assertions of "hurt" of 

offense more seriously. 

 For example, slavery according to anti-slavery websites 

holds between 25 to 40 million people in bondage today. 

These are almost exclusively people of color – held by 

other people of color. Our social justice warriors today pay 

no attention to real human suffering that could be remedi-

ated today.  Instead, they focus on stone monuments to in-

dividuals or of events of between four hundred and one 

hundred years ago. By comparison, at the height of Ameri-

can human chattel slavery, there were 4 million in bondage 

here. So as many as ten times as more slaves are held in 

bondage today than in 1860. Where are the voices of the 

social justice warriors on this offense?  Their silence shows 

that there is no real offense.  It is merely a pretext for a cul-

tural revolution. 
   

Is there any solution for Stone Mountain that would satisfy 

all parties? How would you like to see this controversy play 

out?                                                                           -VOA 
  

I doubt it.  Everyone needs to have their own heroes and 

leave the others alone.  Diversity of opinion on these mat-

ters is essential.  
  

It seems like this argument comes down to whether we 

are memorializing people, or whether we are memorializ-

ing a way of life.  Is this how you see it?                 -VOA 
  

Or both? Each monument stands on its own.  For example, 

a statue honoring General Nathan Bedford Forrest for sav-

ing Rome, Georgia from pil-

VOA: Continued next page > 

If a man vow a vow unto the LORD, or swear an oath to 

bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word,  

he shall do according to all  

that proceedeth out of his mouth.  

Numbers 30: 2 

    

    If you seek to improve in the greatest degree from the 

conversation of another, allow him to take his own 

course.  If called upon, converse in turn upon your  

favorite topic.             ~ Thomas Jonathan Jackson 
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KEEP OUR CEMETERY GATES OPEN! 

AN URGENT FUND-RAISING APPEAL 
   We wish to bring to your attention a very urgent matter. Due to the pandemic, 

we are unable to conduct our annual public walking tour which in recent years 

raised the funds necessary for the proper maintenance and preservation of our 

historic Confederate Cemetery.  

   We have only been successful over the years because of concerned people like 

you who appreciate this hallowed ground and its historical significance. Please 

don’t miss this important opportunity to invest in our cemetery’s maintenance 

and preservation!  Past fund-raising efforts have provided benches with sculp-

tures for the walking tours. Several statues and granite walls have been erected 

that list the names of the known dead who lie in the Confederate Cemetery. And 

your financial support helps us correct the loss of topsoil and erosion in various 

areas since some soldiers were hastily buried and were not very deeply placed 

under the soil. Over the years, as the soil had washed away and bodies had de-

cayed, we have to regularly work to preserve the integrity of the grave sites. 

                    THIS IS URGENT! WE NEED YOUR HELP 

 to be able to continue our work to help preserve this cemetery and honor 

the soldiers buried there. Your contribution no matter how large or small 

can help us. 
 

PLEASE MAKE A GENEROUS GIFT OF $25, $50, $100, $250, $500 or more 

so we can keep our gates open, tell the story of the cemetery  

and of the 3,000 “Men in Gray” buried there.  

Tax deductible donations can be made out to and mailed to: 

Marietta Confederate Cemetery Foundation, a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-

tion, 251 Lakewood Drive, Marietta, GA 30060. (Therefore, your contributions 

are tax-deductible.) 

Or contribute via PayPal at www.mariettaconfederatecemetery.org 



lage by a federal force in a remarkable 

episode is now under fire because social justice warri-

ors want to comment on Forrest's life, slavery, and the 

Klan.  The statue was only dedicated to that one mili-

tary action. Now these people want to tell the story that 

interests them and censor the story for which the statue 

was intended. 
  

Those are all the questions I had, but if you want to 

make further points, please do. You know the impor-

tant points better than I.                                        -VOA 

  

Well, another point, then.  

I heard last night on the news that Black Lives Matter 

(BLM) has received $2.3 billion from “woke” corpora-

tions.  How much of this money will be spent on actual 

anti-slavery activism? Some of the same corporations 

that are accused of using slavery today were among the 

donors. Will BLM accept money from slavery profits? 

Will BLM use any of that money to work to end slav-

ery today? Or have the modern corporate slavers 

bought BLM’s silence? Are the clink of the chains of 

present day slaves unheard?                                      ❖ 

                                Martin O’Toole                         

VOA: Continued Will you help? 
     Please consider helping the descendants of 

Capt. Henry Wirz, Commandant of Anderson-

ville Prison Camp (1864-1865), apply for a 

Presidential Pardon 

for him.   
  

   After the War, Capt. 

Wirz was taken to 

Washington and tried 

before a Military Tri-

bunal.  He was found 

guilty of murdering 

Yankee prisoners (no 

body NOR no pris-

oner name was ever 

given), and hung on 

N o v e m b e r  1 0 , 

1865.  Many histori-

ans have called the 

trial a national dis-

grace, and the most unfair trial ever held in the 

United States. 

   We friends of the Wirz family have set a tar-

get of raising $ 8,500.00 to cover these expenses 

and any others that may come up.  Thus far, a 

total of $ 2,000.00 has been donated by the 

Americus Camp and one individual. 

  

   If you see fit to donate towards the expenses 

involved in the Presidential Pardon Request, 

please make the check out to “Capt. Wirz Book 

Account” and mail to James Gaston, 2220 GA 

Hwy. 30 West, Americus, GA 31719.  Those 

making a donation of $ 50.00 or more will re-

ceive a copy of the booklet “Andersonville 

Prison and Capt. Henry Wirz Trial.” 

   James Gaston, Chairman of the annual Capt. 

Henry Wirz Memorial Service (held in Ander-

sonville) for the past 20 years.  For more infor-

mation, call or text me at 229-938-9115 or 

email gaston7460@bellsouth.net   

 

   The 45th  annual Capt. Henry Wirz Memo-

rial Service will be held in the 

town of Andersonville on Sun-

day afternoon,  

November 8, 2020 at 3:00 p.m.   

   The annual Service is spon-

sored by the Alexander H. 

Stephens Camp 78 in Americus 

and is held to honor the memory 

of Capt. Henry Wirz, Comman-

dant of Andersonville Prison 

Camp.  The public is invited to 

attend.  In case of inclement 

weather, the Service will be held 

in the Village Hall in Andersonville.  

   Guest speaker for the Memorial Service will be Mrs. 

Lunelle McCallister, a 5th generation Floridian and a 

noted speaker on the history of the Confederacy.  Mrs. 

McCallister has served as founder and director of the 

Tampa Bay Sesquicentennial Commission.  She is the 

founding President of the United Daughters of the 

Confederacy Chapter in Temple Terrace, Florida 

where she and her husband, attorney David McCallis-

ter, live.  She is also the Executive Director of “Save 

Southern Heritage” Florida Chapter.  

   For more information, please contact James Gaston, 

Capt. Wirz Memorial Service Committee Chairman, at  

gaston7460@bellsouth.net  

or call or text at 229-938-9115. 

  ❖   ❖   ❖   ❖   ❖ 

 

Standing on the Threshold of 

Liberty 

By:  George Ray Houston 

Poet Laureate Georgia Division 

Poet Laureate  

Yancy Independents 
 

{Dedicated to Georgia  Division 
Commander Tim Pilgrim}   

  
Standing on the threshold  

of liberty’s edge, 
Guarding the gap;  

replenishing the wedge, 
Repelling the wrath of the evil foe 

In our past o’er a century ago, 
Stoutly standing against  

the tyrannical blue 

In defiance of an aggressive relation, 
The gray warriors charged  

patriotic and true 

In defense  
of our Confederate nation; 

Marching forward our Dixie Gray 

Defending the liberty of yesterday 

And o’er the ramparts  
of mountains tall 

Our Southern soldiers  
responded to the call.  

Standing on the threshold  
of liberty’s fights,  

Missionary Ridge, Chickamauga and 
the Kennesaw heights 

They engaged  
the Yankees fierce fights 

And the killing fields  
from Northern invasion 

Brought into our South land  
devastation 

And upon the sites of shallow graves 
Side by side with enemy naives, 

Rest our ancestor’s gallant and brave 

In an attempt for freedom’s crave, 
The Southern soldiers upon their 

knees have knelt 
To Providence they prayed;  

the prayers He felt; 
The fields turning of bloody red, 
Marching into the furnace of fire 

they dwelt, 
The charging of carnage  

destroyed our gallant dead. 
Upon the bosom of despair  

a mother cried, 
Her fallen sons with honor and pride 

Fell on the field and heroically died. 
Our charging heroes never fled 

And the flowers of spring  
we gently lay, 

Upon the memory  
of our gallant dead 

On this momentous Memorial Day. 
  

~ George Ray Houston ~ 

 

 Mary Todd Lincoln  

[Lincoln’s Wife]:  

“Mr. Lincoln had no hope and no 

faith, in the usual acceptance of 

those words. He never joined a 

church. . . he was never  

a technical Christian.” 

 

     SOURCE TheRisingSeed  
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   Listed in “Heroes and Martyrs” 

are eighteen detailed histories of 

Infantry, Cavalry, and Artillery 

units, most of them written the 

summer of 1864 by Confederate 

Officers in the trenches of Peters-

burg [Virginia].  The author is 

James Madison Folsom, Jr., born 

February 10, 1838, died October 

23, 1889 and buried at Dover, 

New Hampshire.  The son of 

James Madison Folsom, Sr. and 

Mary Hauptin Folsom who 

moved their family of Robert 

Warren, James Madison Jr., and 

Maria Dudley Folsom to Gordon, 

Georgia in the late 1830s. Gordon 

is located on the Central of Geor-

gia Railroad in the central portion 

of Georgia.  All three children 

attended school in Gordon ac-

cording to the 1850 census. By 

1860 the two Folsom sons James 

and Robert had moved to Twiggs 

County which adjoins Wilkinson 

County. 

   Robert practiced medicine and 

James taught school. James was a 

boarder in the household of 

Simon Tharpe near Marion in 

Twiggs County. 

   By the end of 1860 James com-

manded a local militia company 

know as the “Twiggs Volun-

teers.” He met and married Mary 

M. Roberts in Burke County.  

She was seventeen years old. She 

owned fifteen thousand dollars in 

personal estate in 1860 much in 

the form of seven adult and five 

adolescent and infant slaves. The 

couple returned to Twiggs 

County where James continued 

his position as Captain of the 

“Volunteers.” In December, 1860 

he wrote Georgia Governor Jo-

seph E. Brown requesting one 

hundred “Mississippi” rifles, but 

if those guns were not available, 

he would accept smoothbore 

muskets. 

   In the spring of 1861 there was 

a dissention in the ranks of his 

Company by his 1st Lieutenant 

Simon Tharpe whom he once 

boarded with when he moved to 

Twiggs County. Tharpe had writ-

ten Governor Brown stating that 

the men in the Company were 

poor and family men and wished 

to remain at home. Folsom de-

nied the assertions of his Lieuten-

ant and stated his men expressed 

a willingness to fight and asked a 

place in the contingent of troops 

being sent to Pensacola, Florida 

which was to bolster the forces 

besieging Fort Pickens. 

   Folsom’s Company, including 

Tharpe, left Twiggs County, not 

to go to Florida, but Virginia. The 

arrived Augusta, Georgia on 

April 25, 1861 and received arms 

and mustered into Confederate 

service as Company C, 4th Geor-

gia Volunteer Infantry Regiment. 

At this time they became known 

as the “Jorees” because their uni-

form coats had three black stripes 

that resembled feathers of the 

bird, “joree.” 

   The “Jorees” along with the 

balance of the 4th Georgia left 

May 2, 1861 for the navy yard at 

Portsmouth, Virginia. On May 9, 

1861 Folsom remained as Cap-

tain of Company C. By June 30, 

1861 Folsom had come down 

with chronic inflammatory rheu-

matism and spent two months on 

his back.  

   In the fall of 1861 Captain Fol-

som returned to Georgia. During 

this time he tendered his resigna-

tion but from oversight he failed 

to request resignation from the 

Confederate War Department 

which irritated Judah Benjamin, 

CSA Secretary of War.  In a letter 

dated October 3, 1861 to Gover-

nor Brown, Benjamin fumed that 

officers like Folsom seem to be 

“totally unaware their muster into 

the service of the Confederate 

States forms a contract as binding 

on them as on this Government.” 

Benjamin requested that Gover-

nor Brown inform Folsom of his 

“grave error” which amounts 

technically to desertion, although 

the Secretary felt sure such was 

not the intent of Captain Folsom. 

The Secretary of war officially 

notified Georgia’s Adjutant Gen-

eral that Folsom’s resignation had 

been accepted by November 6, 

1861. 

   At the same time Folsom 

breached bureaucratic protocol, 

he sent through Colonel Doles 

another letter to the Confederate 

Secretary of War.  In the latter 

missive, dated October 8th written 

from Gordon, Georgia, Folsom 

asked permission to “raise a Bat-

talion of Guerillas for the war.” 

According to Folsom he had pre-

vious experience in guerilla war-

fare and felt satisfied he “could 

wage it with success.” He desired 

to cooperate with Generals Lee, 

Floyd, and Wise in northwestern 

Virginia.  

   Secretary of War Benjamin, 

five days after receiving Fol-

som’s request, accepted “a Com-

pany or Battalion of mounted 

men” but refused to accept the 

Company if by “guerillas” Fol-

som meant that his command “be 

in any respect independent of the 

laws of military organization and 

command.” 

   The Guerilla Command was 

never raised by Folsom but he 

still sought ways to aid the Con-

federate cause. At this time, Fol-

som was a twenty-four year old 

white male and was liable to con-

scription. Folsom eluded con-

scription as there is no record of 

him serving again in the Confed-

erate Army. 

   Exempt from military duty, 

Folsom turned to writing and 

publishing which he had learned 

form his father, James M. Fol-

som, Sr. In early May, 1864 Fol-

som, Jr. had applied for a copy-

right in the Clerk’s Office of the 

District Court of the Confederate 

States for the Southern District of 

Georgia for a series of a book that 

would bear the title “Heroes and 

Martyrs of Georgia.” 

   The work was to be published 

by Burke, Boykin and Company 

of Macon, Georgia. “Heroes and 

Martyrs” was intended to be a 

four volume work offering “the 

statistical and Historical Record 

of each Regiment from Georgia.”  

Some of the material for this 

work was collected while he and 

his sister Maria were visiting 

their brother, Colonel Robert Fol-

som of the 14th Georgia Infantry. 

The bulk of the manuscripts came 

to him in the mail, most having 

been written in the summer of 

1864 while in the trenches of Pe-

tersburg, Virginia. Folsom had 

numerous problems in attempts to 

gather accurate and complete in-

formation. He had contacted 

Colonel John W. Evans of the 

64th Georgia Infantry and Evans 

replied on July 29, 1864 that he 

would forward the material, but 

on July 30th Evans died in an at-

tack at the “Crater.”  

   The 19th Georgia Infantry re-

cords were lost or mislaid. Inces-

sant marching and changing of 

position was a problem in receiv-

ing records. In the case of Phil-

lips’ Legion Cavalry mere, cur-

sory unit history in “Heroes and 

Martyrs” only runs through the 

end of 1863. 

   The greatest obstacle to the 

completion of Folsom’s work 

was the Union Army, specifically 

the two Corps of William 

Sherman’s army commanded by 

General O.O. Howard which 

passed through Folsom’s home-

town of Gordon, Georgia on No-

vember 22-24, 1864. 

   Folsom was living at the time in 

the home of his late mother who 

died in 1861. There was a 

younger brother named Richard 

who was probably living there 

        The Folsoms of Gordon, Georgia: Wilkinson County  

 By Roy H. Mixon, Historian and Past Commander 

 Camp 688, Old Capitol; Milledgeville, Georgia 

                          “Heroes and Martyrs of Georgia”  

                  (Georgia’s Record in the Revolution of 1861)  

                           (Army of Northern Virginia Series) 

 FOLSOM: Continued next page  > 
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also be-

cause he didn’t die until 1875 and 

would have been twenty-four 

years old. The mother Mary and 

younger brother Richard Arnold 

Folsom are the only two Folsoms 

buried in the Gordon City Ceme-

tery. Union soldiers either carried 

off or destroyed the bulk of Fol-

som’s manuscript, and also dur-

ing this time almost destroyed the 

village of Gordon. Folsom’s 

house was not destroyed and nei-

ther the hotel of Gordon’s foun-

der, the Honorable Judge David 

Solomon. He was a Mason. The 

Folsom Hotel still stands as of 

2020. 

   Despite these losses, Volume 

One of “Heroes and Martyrs” 

appeared for sale in early Febru-

ary, 1865. The subscription price 

for those who had not reserved a 

copy was ten dollars. Although 

he had hoped to include more 

“incidents of personal heroism” 

Folsom still managed to list the 

names of a number of men distin-

guished for gallantry. One of the 

few individuals dealt with at con-

siderable length was his eldest 

brother Robert Warren Folsom. 

He was nicknamed “Cedar Run” 

by his men. Robert was promoted 

to Lieutenant Colonel when 

Colonel Ramsey resigned and 

promoted to Colonelcy of the 14th 

Georgia when Felix M. Price re-

signed.  

   The day was unusually hot and 

the march had been long and fa-

tiguing.  Colonel Robert Folsom 

was extremely feeble at Cedar 

Run when suddenly when the 

Brigade gave way and retreated 

in great confusion through the 

lines of the 14th, and at a critical 

moment, Folsom rushed forward 

and in a voice whose intonations 

rung far over the plain called 

upon the 14th,”For the sake of old 

Georgia, to stand!” The panic de-

ceased and calling upon his gal-

lant boys to “follow their Colo-

nel,” he pressed forward, but had 

not proceeded far when overcome 

with exhaustion nature gave way 

and he fell prostrate overcome by 

heat and feebleness. Raising him-

self and supported on either side 

by brave and devoted comrades, 

he again advanced fully thirty 

paces in front of his Regiment. 

His men, seeing his courage and 

determination, caught the inspira-

tion of his spirit and rushed to his 

side. The charge was continued, 

the enemy fled, and victory 

perched upon the banner so no-

bly, gallantly and heroically 

borne.  

   On the 5th of May, 1864 the 14th 

Georgia became engaged with the 

enemy in the Battle of the Wil-

derness. Early the next morning, 

the shock fell with terrible force 

upon the 14th Georgia. The order 

was given to fall back and Colo-

nel Folsom attempted to carry out 

his Regiment in order. Before he 

could accomplish this attempt, a 

ball struck him passing through 

the upper part of his stomach in-

flicting a mortal wound. He was 

taken to the field hospital. After 

suffering for thirty-two hours, his 

noble heart ceased to beat and his 

spirit winged its flight to heaven. 

   His reputation was so wide-

spread that General Robert E. Lee 

highly complimented Folsom in 

an order written with his own 

hand and signed by himself. 

[NOTE: Lee’s order is suppos-

edly in the possession of Robert 

Warren Folsom’s family. I 

would like to know who is in 

possession as of 2020.  Is it in a 

museum or held by a family 

member ? Roy H. Mixon] 

   Colonel Folsom, in the fall of 

1863 established a Military 

Lodge of Free and Accepted Ma-

sons in his Brigade of which he 

was Worshipful Master. He re-

tained this position up to the time 

of his death. He was with the 

Gordon Masonic Lodge in his 

hometown of Gordon in 1860. He 

was a professor of religion and he 

was devoted, sincere and consis-

tent. His religion was bright, 

cheerful, and hopeful, He died at 

the age of twenty-eight. (1835-

1864) 

   Other men mentioned were spe-

cial friends of the Folsoms: 

Lieutenant Henry A. Solomon, 

who filled the vacancy of his gal-

lant, noble-hearted brother Lieu-

tenant Washington J. Solomon 

who died at the Battle of Freder-

icksburg. Henry Solomon and a 

Captain Mounger walked with 

each other in Company for three 

miles after receiving their mortal 

wounds. Lieutenant Solomon was 

shot through the body- the ball 

perforating in the passage both 

lungs and liver. 

   Charlie and J. Rufus Kelly: 

Charlie became a Major after the 

Battle of Spotsylvania and lived 

through the War. He is buried in 

the Gordon City Cemetery. 

    Rufus lost a leg in the Battle of 

Jericho Ford and was scarcely a 

mile away from his beloved 

Colonel Folsom who was being 

borne to a Southern grave. 

   Also mentioned were the Gor-

donites Henry and Solomon 

Goodman who were two young 

German brothers. Their family 

had deserted them and gone 

north. 

   The Folsoms, Solomons, Kel-

lys, and Goodmans began their 

military careers with Company B, 

14th Georgia Infantry, Ramah 

Guards in Gordon, Georgia. 

   Colonel Folsom’s body was 

brought to the Hollywood Ceme-

tery and reinterred. 

 

   James M. Folsom in getting 

“Heroes and Martyrs” published 

borrowed seven thousand dollars 

in November of 1864. He also 

mortgaged his land and house in 

Gordon. In June, 1868 he author-

ized the sale of all the buildings 

and property he owned to pay off 

more than three thousand dollars 

in debts. Fifty dollars was still 

owed to J.W. Burke and Com-

pany. 

   With no property left in Geor-

gia, Folsom and his wife may 

moved in 1869 to the town of 

Camden, Arkansas where his sis-

ter Maria was living with her hus-

band Charlie Augustus Bridwell 

who had served as a Captain and 

Assistant Quarter-Master in the 

Confederacy at the hospital in 

Milledgeville, the Capitol of 

Georgia. 

   In no more than a year James 

Folsom and his wife moved to 

Boston, Massachusetts. He died 

of bronchitis on October 23, 1889 

and was buried in Dover, New 

Hampshire. 

   It is a real tragedy that the one 

time Georgian never completed 

the record he had started of his 

native State’s participation in the 

“Revolution of 1861.” 

   The new introduction and index 

of “Heroes and Martyrs” was 

prepared by Keith S. Bohannon 

who in 1995 was a Doctoral stu-

dent in the History Department of 

Penn State University and a sea-

soned historian at Fredericksburg 

and Spotsylvania National Mili-

tary Parks.                               ❖ 

   This article taken directly from 

the reprinted Volume, 1995; 

“Heroes and Martyrs of Geor-

gia.”   

 By Roy H. Mixon 

 FOLSOM: Continued  

“We have staked the 

whole future of our 

new nation, not upon 

the power of govern-

ment; far from it. We 

have staked the future 

of all our political con-

stitutions upon the ca-

pacity of each of our-

selves to govern our-

selves according to the 

moral principles of the 

Ten Commandments.” 

~ James Madison ~ 
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 McLeod-Moring Camp #1386 & 

Heritage Roses Chapter of the Order 

of Confederate Rose (OCR)  
   The Sons of Confederate Veterans (SCV) 

local McLeod-Moring Camp #1386 & Heritage 

Roses Chapter of the Order of Confederate 

Rose (OCR) have been continuing their mission 

to honor soldiers who fought during the Civil 

War soldiers buried in Emanuel County.  On 

August 1, 2020, Commander Daryl Hill, David 

Love, Craig Warren, Curtis Hickox, and Ricky 

Winfrey members of the McLeod-Moring SCV 

Camp #1386 spent the day cleaning several 

cemeteries throughout the county.  

   On August 14, 2020, the Camp fulfilling a 

resolution sent from their National Commander 

showed appreciation to local Law Enforcement 

Agencies in Emanuel County.  Cakes were do-

nated by SCV and OCR members and dropped 

off at the Swainsboro Police Department, 

Emanuel County Sheriff’s Department & Jail, 

Twin City Police Department and to the Still-

more Police Department.  There was an attempt 

to deliver one to the GSP but there was no one 

there to receive it. 

Anyone who would like more information on 

joining the Sons of Confederate Veterans or the 

Order of the Confederate Rose can contact 

Commander B. Daryl Hill via email at  

cableman68@att.net.  If you are unsure of your 

heritage, the Camp’s Historian David Love will 

help trace your ancestry to find your linkage to 

the Civil War.  

   McLeod-Moring Camp #1386  

            Staying Active in the Community. 

   “CSA Shenandoah, The Most Successful 

Confederate Warship” 

by 

John E. Turrentine, MD, D Min, PhD 

Marietta, GA  

for the TRR Cobb, Camp #97, Sons of Confed-

erate Veterans’  

Historical Presentations Series 
 

   The program for the October 8 (2020) regular 

meeting of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, 

TRR Cobb Camp #97, will be provided by the 

above historian.  
 

          

The CSS Shenandoah was an iron-framed, teak-

planked, full-rigged sailing ship with auxiliary 

steam power chiefly known for her actions under 

Lieutenant Commander James Waddell as part of 

the Confederate States Navy during the War Be-

tween the States.  

   The vessel was originally a  merchant ship but 

was later re-purposed as one of the most feared 

commerce raiders in the Confederate navy. During 

a period of 12 1⁄2 months from 1864 to 1865, the 

ship undertook commerce raiding around the 

world in an effort to disrupt the US economy, re-

sulting in the capture and sinking or bonding of 38 

merchant vessels. She finally surrendered on the 

River Mersey, Liverpool, UK, on November 6, 

1865, six months after the war had ended, and is 

also known for having fired the last shot of the 

Civil War.  Shenandoah became the only Confed-

erate warship to circumnavigate the globe.  

   The meeting is open to the public.  This presen-

tation is part of the Sons Confederate Veterans 

Camp #97 monthly series of historical talks about 

the South, the War Between the States, the Con-

federacy, and other historical aspects of the era, 

and is provided as a public service.  The talks are 

presented by authors, historians, and researchers. 

The meeting will be held at 7:00 pm (September 

8) at the Smith House, 1760 Old Epps Bridge 

Road, Athens, 30605.  Social distancing will be 

practiced and masks are strongly encouraged.  

Masks and hand sanitizer will be available at the 

door. 

For more information, please contact Lowry 

Harper, lowry.harper@gmail.com (706-769-

9770).  

 CSS Shenandoah in dry dock, Williamstown, Vic-

toria, Australia, 1865. 

“Our  

Confederate Heritage” 
 

The Yancy Independents Camp 

693 of Sylvester, Georgia has 

produced a book by George 

Ray Houston: Book number 

11, “Our Confederate Heri-

tage”.    George Ray Houston is 

the Georgia Division Poet Lau-

reate.  The book is poems and 

essays by the author.  All pro-

ceeds from the book go to our 

camp’s Flag Project.  The camp 

will erect a flag on Highway US 

82 between Sylvester and Tif-

ton.  

     The books are $15 each.   

 

Contact Commander Bo Slack 

at abaccowboy@hotmail.com   

  

“Our  

Confederate Heritage” 

✯   

                 STAY  INFORMED:  

  

      Receive eMail copies of Press Releases.  
 

          Contact Division Secretary:   

                  secretary@gascv.org   
 

         P.O. Box 1081, Macon, Ga. 31202         866-728-4642 
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   Joe Nicholas Bray 

LaFayette McLaws  

Camp # 79 

   This is an open memorial letter 

for Joe Nicholas Bray. To speak 

of his life and his recent passing, 

we the men of the Georgia Divi-

sion, SCV Camp 79, are honored 

to present a bit of his story.  

Joe was a member of this camp 

for many of his 91 years of life. 

Born here in north Georgia on 

May 10, 1929, he passed suddenly 

March 25, 2020.  

   Joe was the oldest of 6 children 

and was destined to be a leader 

from his humble beginnings; 

someone on whom his 4 brothers 

and 1 sister could count. In fact, 

his role in supporting the efforts 

of his parents (sharecroppers at 

the time) was like many in that 

day, a hard journey. One part of 

his journey is clearly displayed 

when you look at how, in order to 

help his family survive the de-

pression, Joe was quite literally, 

to take the reins at age 13 when, 

working a landowner’s plow 

mule, he found life was tough 

growing up a son of sharecrop-

pers. His job was to till the ground 

on the farm.  

   The story, told many times 

around family camping adven-

tures decades later, was the one of 

Joe trying to work that stubborn 

mule. As the story goes, Joe, as he 

was placing the rigging on the old 

mule, found it wasn’t going as 

easy as this 13-year-old farmhand 

wanted. Let’s just say the result 

that morning was a “biting” re-

minder that mules of the world are 

called stubborn for a reason. I can 

just see him now chasing that old 

mule shaking the bridle with one 

hand while holding on to the side 

of his neck with the other, “Come 

back here you ‘ol mule!” 

   As the family moved from place 

to place looking for work, Joe 

continually learned to deal with 

hardship and how to better sup-

port his family. His dedication to 

that support directed him to begin 

his working career at age 16 when 

he landed a job with Delta Air-

lines as a cargo handler. The fam-

ily didn’t have enough money for 

a car, so he first walked to work. 

By working and saving a few dol-

lars here and there, Joe was able 

to purchase a used bicycle for his 

transportation. He continued 

working and saving money to 

later purchase a motor bike and 

finally a family car.  

   His work ethic would keep him 

focused even when, in 1952, Joe 

took a military leave of absence to 

enter the US Army. He was only 

23 but quickly rose to the rank of 

Sergeant. While being stationed in 

Korea, Joe was responsible for 

ensuring the men on the front line 

were supplied with ammo and es-

sentials needed to defend the base 

and surrounding area against en-

emy attack. As a marksman, Joe 

knew the confidence of being pre-

pared as the base came under 

mortar attack at times and, that 

having the right equipment makes 

all the difference. 

   After his tour of duty, Joe re-

turned to Clayton County and set-

tled down to continue his work 

with Delta. He, like most young 

men of his day, married and be-

gan building a family. There too, 

Joe was a man of dedication, as he 

soon was supporting 4 children.  

   One of his favorite things to do 

with the family was camping. All 

Joe’s children, his brothers and 

sisters and their family’s enjoyed 

camping around Lake Lanier. 

Those were very special gather-

ings indeed! 

   Joe’s children grew and 

watched as his work ethic framed 

his views of leadership as he con-

tinued a long and rewarding work 

career. Joe retired from Delta in 

1993 after 47 years of distin-

guished service. Promotions were 

deserved and received as he rose 

to Senior Agent in his Depart-

ment. Joe was responsible for 

making sure each arriving plane 

had a clear gate to pull into from 

the tarmac. It was a huge chal-

lenge scheduling arrival gates by 

hand prior to computers, but his 

eye for details and understanding 

of the situations kept him cool 

under pressure, all while making 

sure the arriving passengers and 

crew were safe. 

   Joe had always felt the inner 

pride of being blessed to be born 

Southern. And through the re-

search efforts of his Niece, Deb-

bie Bray, herself an honored UDC 

member, Joe joined the SCV un-

der his Grandfather, Private Wil-

liam Arnold Bray (pictured bot-

tom left) of Company E, of the 

30th Georgia Regiment Infantry.  

   Private Bray was captured in 

Nashville and was later paroled.  

William survived the War and 

was able to attend the 30th Ga’s 

Reunion on July 27, 1895 in Tan-

ner’s Church, Ga. The family still 

has that reunion ribbon from that 

glorious meeting. 

 

   Until we meet again, rest well, 

Brother, Joe.                          ❖ 

 

Do Not Watch Them Leave 

 

By:  George Ray Houston 

Poet Laureate 

Georgia Division   

Charter Member  
Yancy Independents 

Camp 693, Sylvester, GA 

  
Upon the fields of battle  

with their flags in the wind 

You can hear their tap shoes 
clatter as they round the 

bloodstained bend. 

They march defiantly and 
gallantly to their death 

As the volleys  
pierce their hearts and they 
breathe their final breath. 

 

Beat the hearts of loved ones 

and sound the bugle call, 
There is no braver man  

beneath any hallowed hall 
Than those who still believe, 

Let them hold your hearts  
but do not watch them leave. 

 

The Gray Soldier lives today 
in our mind and heart 

And we descended from the 
war in which he took part. 
Do not watch them walk  

towards the crimson western 
sun, 

Farewell to them  
a Mother’s kiss  

until duty is finally done. 
 

Sing to them their anthem  
for those who truly believe, 
Let them hold your hearts  

but  

do not watch them leave.  
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                 T. R. R. Cobb Camp #97 

A LONG AND ACCOMPLISHED LIFE 
(Dr. Crawford Long and Anesthesia) 

By 
Vicki Starnes 

Director/Curator of the Crawford Long Museum 
for the 

TRRS Cobb, Camp #97, 

Sons of the Confederate Veterans' 

Historical Presentation Series 

 

   The program for the 

September 10, 2020, 

regular meeting of the 

Sons of Confederate 

Veterans, TRR Cobb 

Camp #97, was pro-

vided by the above his-

torian. 

   An understanding of 

the history of Dr. Craw-

ford W. Long and how 

this country doctor advanced medicine with his 

discovery of anesthesia was presented. Learn 

about frolic parties as well as his role during the 

Civil War and why Athens was one of the last 

areas in the south to run out of manufactured 

medicines when the union blockades went into 

effect. 

  A timeline of the many tributes to Long 

throughout the years were discussed, as well as 

his famous roommate at Franklin College in Ath-

ens.  

   The meeting is open to the public.  This presen-

tation is part of the Sons Confederate Veterans 

Camp #97 monthly series of historical talks 

about the South, the War Between the States, the 

Confederacy, and other historical aspects of the 

era, and is provided as a public service.  The 

talks are presented by authors, historians, and 

researchers. The meeting will held at 7:00 pm, at 

a new location, The Smith House, 1760 Old Epps 

Bridge Road, Athens 30605. 

   Because of the coronavirus epidemic, face 

masks will be strongly encouraged to be worn.  

Social distancing will be structured in the seating 

arrangements and face masks and hand sanitizer 

will be available at the entrance. 
 

For more information, please contact Lowry 

Harper, lowry.harper@gmail.com (706-769-

9770).  

Capt. Hardy B. Smith #104 
Labor day 

   Greetings All, 
 

   On Monday we had a cookout at the 

Hardy Smith House and a rally at the Con-

federate Monument. 

          Thank you all for a great success. 

   We enjoyed meeting everybody with 

pork, beans, hot dogs, chips and drinks. A 

special thanks to Pal for doing the cooking 

and Jim Bowden for helping out! 

   There was zero press coverage even 

though we had approximately 50 people 

march to the monument. We never get any 

press coverage. The powers that be are 

afraid our ranks will grow if they show us 

in a positive way....but we are growing any-

way! 

  At the monument. Locked out of the 

Monument area because?.....................fill in 

the blank....we had a prayer before we 

started and gave a couple of rebel yells and 

then sang Dixie. 

   In front of the monument with traf-

fic passing by....very dangerous due to be-

ing locked out by the City. Only the Dublin 

police were present. They made us stay out 

of the road and we had to walk only on the 

crosswalks. When the black live matter, 

burn loot murder group showed up last 

Thursday the police shut the road down and 

let their small number of non-Dublin resi-

dents have the street to themselves. They 

maybe had 8 people and the two who organ-

ized their rally were paid protestors from 

Atlanta full of hate. 

                            John C. Hall, Jr. 

 

The Death of Dixie 

By:  George Ray Houston 
Poet Laureate Georgia Division SCV 

                                                                      
Buried on a field of battle  

near a Southern home 

O’er a century ago our heroes bold. 
In Georgia’s bleeding soil alone 

He carried the battled banner  
enhanced by stories told.  

  Alongside brothers in gray  
he charged the invading foe, 

Into burning Georgia  
he marched long and long ago. 
Through the fires of destruction  

he gave his best.   
Inspired by independence he now must rest, 

Honored in death; the supreme sacrifice, 
Holiest of ground he would entice.  
Our gallant heroes of decades ago, 

The spirits of our families have risen. 
Courage and valor had much to show, 

For Dixie their lives were given. 
Politicians, terrorist,  

children of socialist decree, 
The next generation fights to distort the free.  

Our nation’s social unrest,  
Destruction of the bravest and best, 

  Cowards in the dark of night, 
Destroying Dixie with guns and fright; 
Socialist disturbance with evil insight; 

Dixie will rise; fighting for freedom’s right 
As our Southern fathers fought to be free; 

Stand and fight for victory. 
The death of Dixie is our enemy’s intent, 

Death to nobility and gallantry spent; 
As they took a stand o’er Dixie’s land.      

The Southern soldiers fell  
into the arms of Jesus with pride, 

Into the “valley of the shadow” they died, 
Bones lie in sacred sod, 

Pleasurable gift is in the arms of God.  
Our Confederate heroes on monument displays 

Must remain untouched with honor and praise 

Against the cowards  
of night’s invasion of genocide; 

 We must stand for family who stood and died.  

Georgia Confederates  
Youth Camp, Inc. 

                  [A Georgia Corporation] 
 

Our Christian/Southern Heritage: 

“Proclaiming the Good News of  Jesus 

Christ”, 

 And protecting the good name of the  

Confederate Veteran. 

LOOK FOR NEWSLETTER   

 in October for 2021 GCYC! 

asp3@planttel.net 

144th Annual Wirz  

Memorial Service 

November 8th  3:00 p.m. 

Andersonville, 

Georgia 
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☝L to R [1] Charles Conley (L-R), Danny Thrift Sr., and Danny Thrift Jr. receive their membership certificates after 

being sworn in as new members.  [2] Lifetime Memberships make great gift ideas, Lt. Commander Dennis Evans received his National and Georgia Division Life-
time membership from his brother Compatriot Mark Evans of the Mississippi Division as a gift. Here is Dennis with the National certificate. [3] Chuck Griffin pre-
senting Compatriot Robert Smith with his Georgia Division Life Membership certificate and lapel pin.  

THE GEORGIA DIVISION, SCV 
 LAUNCHES A NEW DIVISION WEB-PAGE 

www.gascv.org 

Congratulations 
Barry ! 

General Samuel 
Cooper Award 

BEST WEBSITE 
2019 ~ 2020 

 

Designed by  
Angela Falletti  
& Chip Evans 

 
Barry Colbaugh 

Web Master 
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ery. 
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